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The Rev? Mr HURD. 


ELEGY. 


"RIEND of my youth, who, when the willing Mile 
Stream'd o'er my breaſt her warm poetic rays, 

Saw'ſt the freſh ſeeds their vital powers diffuſe, | 

And fed'ſt- them with the foſt ring dew of praiſe 
Whate'er the produce of th' unthriſty ſoil, | i 

The leaves, the flowers, the fruits, to thee nnn. 
The labourer earns the wages of his toil ; 

Who form'd the Poet, well may claim the ſong. 
Yes, 'tis my pride to own, that taught by thee 

My conſcious ſoul ſuperior flights eſſay d; 
Learnt from thy lore the Poet's dignity, | 

And ſpurn'd the hirelings of the rhyming NY 


Say, ſcenes of Science, ſay, thou haunted ſtream ! 


[For oft my Muſe· led ſteps did'ſt thou behold] 
How on thy banks I rifled every theme, 
That Fancy fabled in her age of gold. | 
How oft I cry d, O come, thou tragic Queen! s 
te March from thy Greece with firm majeſtic tread! 


uch as when Athens ſaw thee fill her ſeene, 


% When Sophocles thy choral Graces led; 
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« Saw thy proud pall it's purple length . 

 * Saw thee uplift the glitt ring dagger high, 

% Ponder with fixed brow thy deep reſolve 

e Prepar d to ſtrike, to triumph, and to die. 

* 'Bring then to Britain's plain that choral throng, 
Diſplay thy buſkin'd pomp, thy golden lyre, 

% Give her hiſtoric forms the ſoul of fong, ' 

% And mingle Attic art with Shakeſpear's fire,” 

r Ah what, fond Boy, doſt thou preſume to claim ?” 
The Muſe replyd. Miſtaken ſuppliant, know, 
To light in Shakeſpear's breaſt the dazzling fame 

« Exhauſted all, Parnaſſus could beſtow.” 

« True; Art remains; and, if from his bright page 
Thy mimic power one vivid beam can ſeize, _ 
<« Proceed; and in that beſt of taſks engage, 

«© Which tends at once to profit, and to pleaſe.” 
She ſpake ; and Harewood' s Towers ſpontaneous rofe ; 
| Soft virgin warblings eccho'd thro' the grove; | 
And fair Elfrida pour d forth all her woes, 
The hapleſs pattern of connubial Love. 

More awful ſcenes old Mona next diſplay d; 
Uer caverns gloom'd, her foreſts wav d on high, 
While flam'd within their conſecrated ſhade 

The Genius ſtern of Britiſh liberty. , 
And ſee, my HUR_D ! to thee thoſe ſcenes cone * 

Ot take and: ſtamp them with thy honour'd name. 
Around the page be friendſhip's chaplet twin Lb 

And, if they find the road to Done, F atne, 


[ vii 
| Perchance the alc of ſome nobler age 
May praiſe the Bard, who bad gay Folly bear 
* Her cheap applauſes to the buſy ſtage 
And leave him penſive Virtue's filent tear; 
Choſe too to Fomlecraga his fav rite. ſtraig 4 * 


To Him, I by er ty liberal att, 
That beſt might ſhine amid the learned train, . 
Vet more excell d in morals, and in heart: 
Whoſe equal mind could ſee vain fortune ſhower | 
Her flimzy favours on. the fawning crew, * 
While in low Thurcaſton's ſequeſter'd drr i 
She fixt him diſtant from Promotion's vie: 
Yet, ſhelter'd there by calm Contentment's wing 
Pleas'd he could ſmile, and with ſage HookER's. 
+ © See from his mother earth God's bleſſings ring 
2 mn 1 
> 5 


20 March 1759. ny een 
W. MASON. 
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Perſons of the DRAMA. 


AULUS DIDIUS, the Roman San 
VELLINUS, 


 ELIDURUS, 
 * CHORUS of Druids and Bards. 

CARACTACUS. 

EVILINA, Daughter to Caraftacus, 

ARVIRAGUS, Son to Caractacus. 


Pom Cartiſmandua. . 


Po 


Scene, M O NA. 


3 The dramatic part of the Chorus is ſuppoſed to be ſpoken | 
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Dramatic Poem. 


AULUS DIDIUS, with Romans. 

HIS is the ſecret centre of the iſle : _ 

Here, Romans, pauſe, and let the eye of wonder . 

Gaze on the ſolemn ſcene ; behold yon oak, 
How ſtern he frowns, and with his broad brown arms 
Chills the pale plain beneath him : mark yon altar, 
The dark ſtream brawling round it's rugged baſe, 
Theſe cliffs, theſe yawning caverns, this wide circus, 
Skirted with unhewn ſtone: they awe my foul, 
As if the very Genius of the place 
Himſelf appear'd, and with terrific tread | 
Stalk'd thro' his drear domain. And yet, my friends, 
(If ſhapes like his be but the fancy's coinage) 
Surely there is a hidden power, that reigns 
'Mid the lone majeſty of untam'd nature, 
Controuling ſober reaſon ; tell me elſe, 
Why do theſe haunts of barb'rous ſuperſtition _ 
O'ercome me thus? I ſcorn them, yet they awe me. 
Call forth the Britiſh Princes : in this gloom 5 
I mean to ſchool them to our enterprizae. 5 

T Enter Vellinus and Elidurus. 
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2 CARACTACUS. 


AULUS DIDIUS, VELLINUS, ELIDURUS. 
Ye pledges dear of Cartiſmandua's faith, 
Approach! and to my uninſtructed car | 
Explain this ſcene of horror. | 

E LID U R v 8. 
Daring Roman, 
Thy footſteps preſs on conſecrated ground: 
Theſe mighty piles of magic- planted rock, 
Thus rang'd in myſtic order, mark the place 
Where but at times of holieſt feſtival + 


The Druid leads his train. 


AULUS DIDIUS. 
Where dwells the ſeer? 5 
VE LLINUS. 
In 7 ſhaggy cave; on which the moon 
Now ſheds a ſide-· long gleam. His brotherhood 
Poſſeſs the neighb ring cliffs. 
AULUS DIDIUS. 
Yet up the hill | 
Mine eye deſcrys a diſtant range of caves, _ 
Delv'd in the ridges of the craggy ſteep : : 
And this way ſtill another. 
| ” .ELIDURUS. 
On the left 88 
Refide the Sages 1kill'd in Nature's lore: 
The changeful univerſe, it's numbers, powers, 
\Studious they meaſure, fave when meditation 
Gives place to holy rites : then in the grove 
Each hath his rank and function. Vonder grots 
Are tenanted by Bards, Who * thence, 


4 
x 
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CAR ACTA OMS. 
Rob'd in their flowing veſts of innocent White, 
Deſcend, with harps that glitter to the moon, 
Hymning immortal ſtrains. The ſpirits of air, 
Of earth, of water, nay of heay'n itſelf, 
Do liſten to their lay: and oft, tis faid, 
In viſible ſhapes dance they a magic round. 
To the high minſtrelſy. Now, if thine Ty 
Be ſated with the view, haſte to thy ſhips; 
And ply thine oars ; for, if the Druids * 
This bold intruſion, thou wilt find it hard 
To foil their fury. 25 
| AULUS DIDIUS. 
Prince, I did not moor 
My light-arm'd ſhallops on this 8 em, 
To ſooth a fruitleſs curioſity : | 
I come in queſt of proud Caractacus; | 
Who, when our veterans put his troops to fight, 
Found refuge here. 

E L IDU R U 8. 
If here the Monarch reſts, 
Preſumptuous Chief! thou might ſt as well FE 
To pluck him from yon ſtars : Earth's . range 
Contains no ſurer refuge: underneath 
The ſoil we tread, a hundred ſecret paths, 
Scoopt thro the living rock in winding _ + 
Lead to as many caverns, dark, and deep: 
Mid which the hoary ſages act their rites * 
Myſterious, rites of ſuch ſtrange potency, 
As, done in open day, would dim the ſun, 
3 


* C ARAC TAC US. 
 Tho' thron'd in noontide brightneſs. In ſuch dens 
He may for life lie hid. | F 
- AULUS DIDIUS. 
We "oY the taſk 
Moſt difficult: yet has thy aint mother 
Furniſh'd the means. 


| ELI D URUS.- 
My mother ſayſt thou, Roman ? 
" AULUS DIDIUS. 
In proof of that firm faith ſhe lends to Rome, 
She gave ye up her honour's hoſtages. 
ELIDURUS. 
She did: and we ſubmit. 
| AULUS D 1 D 1 US. 
To Rome we bear ye; 
From your dear country bear ye; from your Joys, 
Your loves, your friendſhips, all your ſouls hold precious. 
ELIDURUS 
And doſt thou taunt us, Roman, with our fate ? 
AULUS DIDTVUS. ' 
No, Youth, by heav n, I would avert that fate. 


Wiſh ye for liberty ? 
VELLINUS, ELIDURUS. 


More than for life. 


AULUS DIDI1US. 
And would do much to gain it ? 
| VELLINUS. 


Name the taſk. 


— 


C ARAC TAC US. 
| AULUS DIDIUS. 
The taſk is eaſy. Haſte ye to theſe Druids ; | 
Tell them ye come, commiſſion'd by. your Queen, 
To ſeek the great Caractacus; and call 
His valour to her aid, againſt the Legions, 
Which, led by our Oſtorius, now aſſail 
Her frontiers. The late treaty ſhe has ſeal'd 
Is yet unknown: and this her royal ſignet, 
Which more to maſk: our purpoſe was obtain'd; 
Shall be your pledge of faith. The eager king 
Will gladly take the charge; and, he conſenting, 
What elſe remains, but to the Meinai's ſhore- 
Ye lead his credulous ſtep? there will we ſeize bim c 
Bear him to Rome, the ſubſtitute for you, 
And give you back to freedom. 
| VELLINUS. 
If the Druids.— 
AULUS DIDI Us. 
If they, or he, prevent this artifice, 
Then force muſt take it's way: then flaming brands, 
And biting axes, weilded by our ſoldiers, 4-547 
Muſt level theſe thick ſhades ; 1 ſo unlodge 
The barking ſavage. 
ELIDURUS.. - 
Gods, ſhall Mona periſh? J | 
AULUS DIDIUS: 
Princes, her ev'ry trunk ſhall on the ground 
Meaſure it's magnitude; unleſs ere dawn, 


Ve lure this untam'd lion to our toils. 


Go then, and proſper ; I ſhall to the ſhips,. 


It gives us liberty. 


6. C ARNAC TAC Us. 
And there expect his coming. Vouths, remember, 


He muſt to Rome to grace great Cæſar's triumph: 


Cæſar — Fate . him at your hands. 
Exit Aulus Didius, and Romans. 


_ ELIDURUS, VELLINUS. 
And will heay'n ſuffer it? Will the juſt gods, 
That tread yon ſpangled pavement o'er our heads, - 
Look from their fky and yield them ? Will theſe Druids, 
Their ſage vicegerents, not call down the thunder; | 
And will not inſtant it's hot bolts be darted 
In ſuch a righteous'cauſe? Yes, good old king, 


| Yes, laſt of Britons, thou art heav'ns own . ; 
And ſhalt be ſuch till death. 


YELLIADS: 


What means my brother, 
Doſt thou refuſe the charge ? 
ELIDURUS, 


Doſt thou accept it? TH 4 
VELLINUS: 


 'ELIDURUS. 
It makes us traytors. 


Gods, would Vellinus do 9 


"VELLINUS. 
Will Elidurus ſcorn the ee boon 
Of freedom? 
ELIDURUS. 


Ves, when ſuch it's guilty PRO 
Brother, I ſpurn it. 


CARACTAEUES * | ” 
VELLINUS | | | 
Go then, fooliſh boy * | N 
TIl do the deed myſelf. | | : ee e OY 
| ELIDURUS- SA GEES: Fg 
It ſhall not be: 5 1 
I will proclaim the frau. 1 —— 
6 h Ty LIN u 8. 
Wilt thou? 'tis well. 
Hie to yon cave; call loudly on the Druid 3 
And bid him drag to ignominious death 
The partner of thy blood. Vet hope not thou 
. 'o 'ſcape; for thou didſt join my impious ſteps : | | 
Therefore his wrath ſhall curſe thee : - thou-ſhalt lives . 
Yet ſhalt thou live an interdicted wretch, | was 
All rights of nature cancell d. 
| ib | | 
O Vellinus ! | * ; ; 
' Rend not my foul : by wat” n thou know'ſt I bas - OP | I 
5 As fervently as brother &er lov'd brother: | 
And, loving thee, I thought I loy'd mine honour; 
Ah ! do not wake, dear youth, in this true breaſt - 
So fierce a conflict. . _ ji RS Ee 
VBL LIN v 8. | 5 | 8 
Honour's voice commands nn 
Thou ſhouldſt obey thy mother, and thy queen. | 
Honour and ſage religion both conſpire 700 
To bid thee fave theſe conſecrated n 
From Roman eee | 
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'  CARATCTTACUS 


ULIDBURDS.- 
Horrid thought ! 
Hence let us haſte, ev'n to the fartheſt nook 
Of this wide iſle ; nor view the ſacrilege. 
"ELLINUS 
No, let us ſtay, and by our proſperous art 
Prevent the ſacrilege. Mark me, my brother, 
More years, and more experience have matur' d 
My ſober thought; I will convince thy youth, 
That this our deed has ev'ry honeſt ſanction 
Cool reaſon may demand. 
ELIDURUS.. 
To Rome with reaſon : 


Try if twill bring her deluging ambition 


Into the level courſe of right and juſtice : 

Try if twill tame theſe inſolent invaders ; 

Who thus, in ſavageneſs of conqueſt, claim 

Whom chance of war has ſpar'd. Do this, and proſper. 
But, pray thee, do not reaſon from my foul 

It's inbred honeſty : that holy flame 

How e er eclips'd by Rome's black influence 

In vulgar minds, ought {till to glow in ours. 
VELLIN U 8. 


Vain talker leave me. 
«£3341 ELIDURUS. 


* 


No, I will not leave thee: 

I muſt not, dare not, in theſe aides ſhades. 
Think, if thy fraud ſhould fail, theſe holy men, 
How will their juſtice rend thy traitrous limbs ? 
If thou ſucceed'ſt, the fiercer pangs of conſcience, 


CARACTACUHUS. 9 
How will they ever goad thy guilty ſoul? | 
Mercy, defend us! ſee, the awful Druids HY 
Are iſſuing from their caves: hear ſt thou yon fignal 25 
Lo, on the inſtant all the mountain whitens 34 
With flow-deſcending Bards. Retire, retire; 1 207 
This is the hour of facrifice : to ſtay 
Is death. 
VELLINUS. 

Tl wait the cloſing of their rites 
In yonder vale : do thou, as likes thee delt, 

e or aid me. 
ELID U R US.- 
To wy thee, youth, 
That love forbids; honour, alas ! to aid thee.” 8 
Enter CHORUS. 7 
SEMICHORUS. 

8 and Silence reign around; 
Not a night- breeze wakes to blow; 
Circle, ſons, this holy ground; 
Circle cloſe, in triple rowz Ce we 
And, if maſk'd in vapors drear, . | 
Any earth-born Spirit dare 
To hover round this ſacred ſpace, | 
Haſte with light ſpells the murky foe to chace. 


Lift your boughs of vervain blue, my [ lan 

Dipt in cold September dew ; = e rod wee 

Oer the neck and thro the air. 70 110 1 "oP 5, det 
No the place i * purg d and pure. Rana ei 
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| Te laſt of Britons, thou art heav'ns own » pledge; ; 
And ſhalt be ſuch till death. 
VELLINUS. 
What means my brother, 
Doſt thou refuſe the charge? 
ELIDURUS, 


Doſt thou accept it ? 
It gives us liberty. 


It makes us traytors. 

Gods, would Vellinus do a deed of baſeneſs ? 
VELLINUS. | 

Wil Elidurus frorn the profer'd boon 

Of freedom ? 


VELLINUS. 


ELIDURUS. 


ELIDURUS. 
Yes, when ſuch it's guilty price, 
Brother, I ſpurn it. 


0 nis Wrath 1ihall curie thee : thou ſhalt live; 
Vet ſhalt thou live an interdicted wretch, be a, 


All rights of nature cancel dgl. 49779 06d #3 
ELIDURUS. N 


O Vellinus ! 
Rend not my foul: by 1 ow I vo thee. 
As fervently as brother e'er lov'd brother: 
And, loving thee, I thought I lov'd mine honour. 
Ah |! do not wake, . in this true breaſt 
So fierce a conflict. 
VE L LIN U 8. 
Honour's voice commands 905363 rUg'V. 
Thou ſhouldſt obey thy mother, and 3 queen. | 
Honour and ſage religion both conſpire | 
To bid thee ſave theſe conſecrated Ds wh non Reon: 3 
From Roman cee 5 = loot felt e SatY 


9 C ARATTAC US. 
SLIDURDS 
Horrid thought ! 
Hence let us haſte, ev'n to the furtheſt ak 
Of this wide iſle; nor view the ſacrilege. 
FFELLINUS 
No, let us ſtay, and by our proſperous art 
Prevent the ſacrilege. Mark me, my brother, 
More years, and more experience have matur d 
My ſober thought; I will convince thy youth, 
That this our deed has ev'ry honeſt fanction 
Cool reaſon may demand. 
: ELIDURUS. 
To Rome with reaſon : 
Try if twill bring her deluging en 
Into the level courſe of right and juſtice: 
Try if twill tame theſe inſolent invaders; 
Who thus, in ſavageneſs of conqueſt, claim 
Whom chance of war has ſpar'd. Do this, and proſer 
But, pray thee, do not reaſon from my foul £ 
It's inbred honeſty : that holy flame 
How e er eclips'd by Rome's black influence 
In vulgar minds, ought ſtill to glow in ours. 
VELLIN U 5 


Vain talker 1 me. 

> E. 1 D U R U . 
No, I will not 150 thee: „ 
I muſt not, dare not, in theſe perilous ſhades. 
Think, if thy fraud ſhould fail, theſe holy men, 
How will theic juſtice rend thy traitrous limbs ? 
If thou ſucceed'ft, the fiercer pangs of conſcience, 


CARACTACUS. | 9 
How will * ever goad thy guilty ſoul? | 7 
Mercy, defend us! ſee, the awful Druids 
Are iſſuing from their caves: hear ſt thou yon fignal? | * 
Lo, on the inſtant all the mountain whitensn 
With ſlow-deſcending Bards. Retire, retire; ol 43 
This is the hour of facrifice :' to ſtay 95 
Is death. - FF 
VELLINUS Heir tle nh 
TIl wait the cloſing of their ritess 1 
In yonder vale : do thou, as likes thee beſt, © 
Betray, or aid me. Ara d Bnabe3 
ELIDURUS.. . e 


To betray thee, youth, y 
'That love forbids ; —_— alas . to aid thee. 


SEMFCHORUS.. i aotilog del K 
Sleep and Silence reign around z a $158 de 
Not a night-breeze wakes . [32 1 
Circle, ſons, this holy ground; robe & e Ha 


Circle cloſe, in triple row; | eng Us go. 
And, if maſk'd in vapors drear, -- e | 

Any earth-born Spirit dare „ 254 am Hef 
To hover round this ſacred ſpace, ' eats In dis arts ed 


Haſte with light ſpells the murky foe to cee. 0 Le 


Lift your boughs of vervain _ F 
3 oF 1 . 1 

Dipt in cold September dew-; Ech 408 gik Kine 
And daſh the moiſture chaſte, and gear, ps % 3A BAR 

1 | a 5 4 e 8 18 . 1 3 ; 
Oo cr the ground, and thro the Air. 2 e IT 12 2 "IE 2 LIN I 
| — « * $a FEW, FOR 4 . e 2 8 1 
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Twice twelve fathom under ground, 


ier. 


Brethren ! ſay, for this high hour 


Are the milk-white fteers prepar'd ? 
Whoſe necks the rude yoke never ſcar'd, 
To the furrow yet unbroke ? 
For ſuch muſt bleed 0 we 

_ _$SEMICHORUS. 
Druid, theſe, in order meet, | 
Are all prepar u. 
SEMICHORUS. „ $67 2 iT 
But tell me yet, Matt wan 3a] 
Cadwall ! did thy ſtep ras 
Dive into the cavern deep, 1 


Where our ſage fore-fathers'fleep?  '.  _ 1 
Thence with reverence haſt ws _ | | 
From the conſecrated cheſt, 4 
The golden fickle, ſcrip, and oh 


| Whilom by old Belinus worn? . 


SEMIGHORUS. bg ing 

Druid, theſe, in order meet, 5 

Are all prepar d. n 

$EMICHORES. ee 

But tell me yet, a e bait 1 8, 
From the grot of charms and ſpall, ee N 


Where eee 
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4 CARACTACYS, 1 
The foaming ſnakes prolific join; | * et wil 


When they hiſs, and when they bear 
Their wond ' rous egg aloof in air; 
Thence, before to earth it fall, 
The Druid, in his hallow'd | nan : 
Receives the prize; . „ 
And inſtant flys, RH arnS 
Follow'd by th” envenonyd nd 

Till he crofs the cryſtal flood. ; 
— SEMICHORUS. 
Druid, PETR in order meet, 0 


Are all e : 
\SEMICHORUS. 


Then all's nb . 
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Whoſe greener years beſt ſul tation bel, een ran 15k 


With wary circuit pace around the grove: 
And guard each inlet; foie pita leſt the oye | Han 


Of buſy curioſity pri 
Pry on our rites : whieh bor n be as a 


As done i'th' very central womb' of earth. 4 in} re 4 ; 


Occaſion claims it; for Caractacus 331-266 
This night demands admiſſion to our trans. 
He, once our king, while ought his power avail'd N pag tit 
To fave his country from the rod of WY 


That duty paſt, does wiſely now retire 985 0) HSE, e e 
To end his days in ſecrecy and peace; Ai ene ee 
Druid with Druids, in this chief of groves, | 11 . 


Eon in the heart of Mona See; he comes 7? 2 


1 awful is his Port! mark bien, my ban 2 
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He looks, as doth the tower, whoſe * 

After the conflict of heav'n's angry bolts, - FELL: 
Frown with a dignity unmark'd before,. 

Ev'n in it's prime of __ Health to the ng! . 
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CARACTACUS, EVILINA, CHORUS.” | 


This holy place, methinks, doth this night wear | 
More than it's wonted gloom ; Druid, theſe groves * 
Have caught the diſmal colouring of my ſoul, 
Changing their dark dun garbs to very ſable, 

In pity to their gueſt. Hail, hallow'd oaks ! 

Hail, Britiſh born ! who, laſt of Britiſh race, 

Hold your primeval rights by nature's charter ; 

Not at the nod of Cæſar. Happy foreſters, 

Ye wave your bold heads mid the liberal air; 

Nor aſk, for priviledge, a prætor's edict. 

Ye, with your tough and intertwiſted roots, 

Graſp the firm rocks ye ſprung from; and, erect 

In knotty hardihood, till proudly ſpread | 

' Your leafy banners 'gainſt the tyrannous 8 | 
Who Roman like affails you. Tell me, Druid,  -; 
Is it not better to be ſuch as theſe, | 8 
Than be the thing I am? 3 
CHORUS, 

To be the thing, 9 5 1 2 

Eternal wiſdom wills, tes... EE. 

| | ee ee 
Eternal wiſdom, wills, and fly therefore 2 
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May wiſh a change of being I was bofrnngng no 7 
A king; and Heav'n, who bade theſe nor iT 
Lift their green ſhields againſt the/fiery ſun, —_ 

To fence their ſubject plain, did mean, that! 25 R oF 


Should, with as firm an arm, protect my 2 1 


1 fail'd ; - and how I fail'd, thou know'ſt too e 2 rs : E 
So does the babbling world: and gs OW: » 2k 
I would be any * nn 1. am. 1522 Foe n od i 
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Son, to thy wiſh, the bely r rites be | Ad + x6+-2229 «T7 
Which, if heav'n frown not, conſeerne thee Druid: - 


See to the altar's baſe the victims led, noo Grieg ww 


From whoſe free-guſhing blood ourſelf ſhall read. SH went] 
Its high beheſts; which if aſſenting found, JOFTONS (31 Vis 29.1 
Theſe hands around thy choſen limbs ſhall vr Wes 


The veſt of ſanctity; while at the at 


Yon white-rob'd bards,” Frreeping their ſolemn . Mt 
Shall lift their choral- | 
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And call the gods to witneſs. Mean-while, Prince,. 


Bethink thee well if ought on this vain earth 


Still holds too firm an union with thy ſoull. 
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Bear with my e Dmidl this wogk rent 


Muſt heave a ſigh, for ſhe is unreveng d. 20K 
And can I taſte true peace; ſhe unrevengdꝰ?:? ol 
So . ſo loyd a n ah, Evil * 209 T 
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8 CHRACTACUS, 
Hang not thus weeping om the ee | 
* 9 s 
EVILINA& 
To hang thus - el i 
Softens the pang of grief 3 e the en thought, 
That a fond father ſtill fupports his child, 
Sheds, on my penſive mind, ſuch ing balm, 

As doth the blefling of theſe pious ſeers, L 
When moſt they wiſh our welfare. Would to An 
A daughter's preſence could as much avail, 


To eaſe her father's woes, as his doth mine. 
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Ever moſt gentle ! come unto my boſom: 


Loſt, ſo inglorious loſt; my friends, thels . 
Did ſee her turn from my defenceleſs camp; 
"Whilſt I, hemm'd round: by ſquadrons, TO not- « fave (her: 
My boy, ftill neacer to the darling _ dw no? 
Beheld her en E eee eee 
v 11a. Hor ads ee 
My Wee < ale 1 fled, b ER Crow 2 3 gar 
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Daughter, tus fed. Now; by yori 2 1 
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CARACTACUS, W 55 
F VILIN A. £5 | 
Indeed, - nin R | — 8 
I know him valiant; and * doubt ba. fell les wo! 
Mid ſlaughter d thouſands of the en . 0 eo) 
Victim to filial love. Arviragus, n cee c : 
Thou hadſt no ſiſter near the bloody. field, 45 „ 
Whoſe ſorrowing ſearch, led by yon orb of night. a lug 
1 Might find thy body; waſh with tears thy wounds ; s A 
a wy them with OW phat d, (Pau vie n 6 FRE... 
Peace, virgin, peace on COP PTY No ant) d. „ = | 
Nor thou, ſad prince, reply; 3 cee ben. 289 K 5 N : 
| Be he a captive, fugitive, or corſe, l dei au of 1248 EE . 
: He is what heaw'n ordain d: theſe ho ly groves 15 wiſtolt wil 
Pertnit no enchmmadett U e d ade, dt ©: 7 
To violate their echoes: Patience, here, yy aig , DK — 
Her meek hands folded on her modeſt breaſt, #117 24005 1 | -* = 
In mute ſubmiſſion lifts th adoring ee, * oor; ada? „„ 
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/ | Holy Druid, WW . J 
If ought my erring — e has ad pelle, girf 2 1 UH R : 
This ſacred: place, I from my ſoul abjure it. . 
And will theſe lips bar with eternal fiene. 
Rather than ſpeak. a word, or act a dect | 
Vance for thy des daughters ling fre wot yarn thde è 
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s Ccairgcrocvs 
CHORUS. 
'Tis wiſely ſaid. See, prince, this prudent maid, 
Now, while the raddy flame of ſparkling youth 
Glows on her beauteous cheek, can quit the world": 
Without a ſigh, . thog— . 
CARACTACUS. 


Would fave my noun” | 
From a baſe raviſher ; would wiſh to N 


This falchion in his breaſt, and: fo ee ee 


Inſulted royalty. O holy men! 

Ve are the ſons of piety and peace; 

Ye never felt the ſharp vindictive pur, 

That goads the injur'd warrior; the hot tide, - 
That fluſhes crimſon on che conſcious cheek | 


Of him, who burns: for glory; elſe indeed 5 9 G6 A4 
Ye much would pity me: would curſe the Ou M @1- 


That coops me ke-e inactive in your groves, 


Robs me of hope, tells me this truſty feel endl U ffl 0 


2 72 « 8 
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Muſt never cleave one Roman helm aga 
_—_— avenge my queen, nor free my „ 


* heav'n's ſs 


I know it, reverend fathers! 
"Tis heav'n's high v will, hit theſe poor . 9 


To take her from me —— 2 of 5g2 j i hn. 
When beſt her love might ſooth me; that black hour, 
{May ever raze it from her records] 
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When all my ſquadrons fled, and left theft ing % 39 
Old and defenceleſs a him, wlio nine whble years . 5 5 5 
Had ſtemm'd all Rome with their firm phallans : y, 3 
For nine whole years, my friends; I bravely erde no N 7 | 4 
The valiant veterans, oft: to victory, nom Knqjim . pip 3 TE OE. ; YN 
Never 'till then to ſhame? ee Devid, /- pers © ne | 2 
I've done: begin the rites. Riis 5 £57 2 Dar 0d. iN 10 —_ = 

tees C: HORUS. 5 n E yy oy Lec, 
0 would to heavfhiii.c crand, Bowan pudgyoa non tail 5 
A frame of mind, more fitted to theſe rites, RE . 5 
Poſſeſt thee, Prince! that Naſignation meek, . 
That dove-ey'd Peace, handmaid of Sanctit y, | AT 
Approach'd this altar with: thee : ſtead of theſe, Ss” oO ERS 
See I not gaunt Revenge, enſanguin d Slaughter Vo: M -. B | 
And mad Ambition, clinging to thy ſoul, yy port. „ 2 I 
Eager to ſnatch thee back to their demi, 1.4 | : a | 
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Back to a vain and miſerable world' ©: 75 e, e 1 
Whoſe miſery, and vanity} tho try. E620 10 nai; | Si fo | 3 
Thou ſtill hold ſt dearer than thieſe ſulemn ſhad es, _ i 
Where Quiet reigns with Vittue? rey we yet RG 7 __ 
What Holineſs can do; for much t can: 5 nm 0 1 
Much is the potency of pious pra per: and | __ +, —_ 
And much the ſacred influence co qοf! :- Joi als tie 5 ; + 
By ſage myſterious office -whenithedbalyolidw a 191 bak - „ 1 
Snatch'd by the power of muſick from her cell 1 lt noiwont bs IT - : : . RD a 
Of fleſhly thraldom, feels herſelf upbo rr BE: 
b On plumes of extaſy, and boldlydprings;': dt bow 11 | —__ 
Mid ſwelling harmonizsdndpealing kjmngd d Ad ball "mM 

Up to the porch of heav'n.. Strike eee eee 03 e. 
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18 CARACTACUS . 


Ev'n on majeſtic Snowdon : 2; 
Deign viſit mortal men, fave on ſome — 
On it's hoar top in domes of cryſtaline ic, 
Hold converſe with thoſe that does ä 
The ſkies pure fapphire, neareſt heav'n itſelſf. 
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CABACTACUHS 
In muſic's ſecret cells, I n e e Ho nomad Sil mm ol 7 
Steep d in the ſtream of 
5 „ *-2804- W E E £2 DOK. - 
Snowdon has heard the ſtrains»; + 
Hark, amid the wond'ring grove Tag n ib 1111 | 
Other harpings anſwer” 


0 ther voices meet our car, Loy? 4 2 a 2 . EY SN Pal * 1 5 K 1 4 


Pinnions flutter, ſhadows more 
Buſy murmurs hum around, | | 
Ruſtling veſtments bruſh the ground; ONE Sy 516 DARK 

Round, and round, and round they in 4 
Thro' the 


Cloſe your wings, and check your flight : 8 
Here, arrang' d in order due, e ad; vol 
- Sp read your robes of ſaffron — 1:4 FRY 1991 #43 Gs 
For lo, with more than mortal | 
- Mighty Mador ſmites the lyre : +] VVV Dy 
Hark he MS in 4426 wat gator 
_ Liſten alles... d- e ee eee Plato 30 
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Father, as we did wateh. | | 
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Who, in the bottom of a ſhadowydrll, Men nl 

Held earneſt converſe: Britons do they ſrem, 09 a e 
And of Brigantian race. 

CHORUS u ail ed nohwons 

Haſte, drag them hither- %% , fen be inet 


VELLINUS, ELIDURUS, ende | 
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O ſpare, ye ſage and venerable Druids !! ROY e 
Your countrymen and fons. HE 7: vn nian 5 
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Unheard of profanation Rome herſelf, en unn I _ ; 4 
Ev'n impious Rome, whom conqueſt makes more impious, N 
Would not have dar'd ſo raſhly. O! for words, 2110 a . 
Big with the fierceſt force of e 5 oh 
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Is it not now the hour, « ml $62 eine nobel | 
The holy hour, when to the cloudleſfs height 
Of yon ftarr'd concave climbs the full-orb'd moon ag tt.” | 
And to this nether world in ſolemn ftillnefs 5 | . 
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True, we have dar'd, yet, forc'd by duty,” Ro) wad 


Our ſov'reign's 
Brother, I claim, in right of elderſhip, © | Kats 


| pp To open our high embaſſy. SS. | 
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But ſee thy words anſwer in honeſt weight | ln 04 12 
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5 5 e eee Fil ee 
Caractacus is here. | 855 ret: 36 
| .-- CHORUS. 
Sayſt thou, proud boy ? 4 


Tis boldly faid, and, grant . N 
PP ö 
As ſafe as midſt a camp of cbnquerors? 
Here, youth, he would be guarded by the . 
Their own high hoſtage; and each ſacred hair 
Of his ſelected head, would in theſe caverns. 
_ with the unſunn'd filver of the mine, 
As precious and as ſafe; record the time, 
When Mona cer betray'd the 3 che, 
That made her groves his refuge. 
VEL L IN Us. 
Holy Druid! N 
Think not ſo harſhly of our inc. 
Can force, alas! dwell in on unaran'd hands ? 
Our buſineſs told, I — Wenk ſors. diſelaiue . 
The vain ſuſpicion ; and thy holy ear 
(Be brave Caractacus or here or abſent) 5 
Shall inſtant learn it. From bee we ane, 
The ſons of her, whoſe heavin / intruſted gh 
Bleſſes the bold Brigantes; aol... 
Have three long moons withſteod thoſe Rom: 
Which, led by fell, Oſtorius, ſtill aſſail . 
Our frontiers: yet ſo oft have our ſtout ſwords 
Repell d their hot aſſault, that now; like: falcans, 
They hang ſuſpended, loth to quit their prey, 


-CARACTACUS, 23 
Nor daring yet to ſeize It. Such the ſtate - 
Of us and Rome; mid which our prudent mother, * 
Revolving what might to her peoples weal Ee 
Beſt fink the dubious ſcale, gave us ſwiſt wy” * e 
To ſeek the great Caractacus, and call ALF 3624 16% 
His valour to her aid; to lead her Sera „ 
To fight the cauſe of liberty 28 
And quell theſe . | 7 

"bi | Gareflacee ferte fie behind thi ality 
CARACTA cus. ane B nn 
CH 2 Pe: Erie 26k) 
And. ye have U 8 44 | 7} 
Friends, ye have found me: 8 wo our . 
And the laſt purple drop in _thele.old wn 
Shall fall for her and Britain. LENS 
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The more than man, who for: nine bloody ys ö 
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Seam'd o'er with honeſt ſcars,” proclaims he i:: 
Kneel, brother, kneel; while in hid royal _ : 79 91672 +4, 
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24 CARAETACUS 
ann 
Safely with our 4 | 621 aw $0 
CARACTACUS. . | 
How, when, where reſcued ? mighty Gods, I thank ot 
OT OY Re Taka ants. 581 Ht eT 
VELLINUS. dion) Wo wet E 
In a fally, Prince, _ bead 
Which, . wanting abler chiefs, dc gracious mother 
Committed to my e our troops aſſaild RA 
One out work of the camp; themaſk of night . 
Favour'd our arms, dee 0198/0 I ene v7 Lak 
e eee, ng rn eee ail ov. aback 
The captive matron. > Bie mw >: Led 
CARA c > TACUS..: 1& fl 204 16k 15116 
Let me claſp thee, youth, 1 
And thou ſhalt be my ſon; I had one, ſtranger, 
Juſt of thy years; he look'd like thee right N 5 
Had juſt that freeborn boldneſs on his broõõẽw .. 
And yet he faild me. Were it not for ——_— n of 7 
Who, as thou ſeeſt, ev'n at this hour of jo... 
Draw tears down mine old cheek, I were as bleſt | i $92 
As the great gods. Oh; he has dere td - aud 
Haſte, qr aid wy knany ſpar, e 
My hows, my eget 1 +25 eee ir 
: VOR@BUK 4D 7 
Raſh Caractacus airꝛbiud 
Wat haſt thou done ? What doſt thou mean to do? 


CARACTACU 


CARA E * AC Us. 
To fave my country. n Splice 
| .CHOR * 8. 
To betray thyſelf. | ; 
That thou haſt done ; the reſt tow a not wing 
If Heav'n forbids ; and of it's awful will 


Thy fury recks not: Has the bleeding aim 
Pour d a propitious ſtream ? the milk-white Gods: 
Unrein'd and neighing pranc'd with fav ring ſteps ? 
Say, when theſe youths:approach'd, did not a 3 
Of livid ſmoak involve the bickering flame? 

Did not the foreſt tremble? every omen 

Led thee to doubt their honeſty of purpoſe; 


And yet, before their tongues could tell * purpoſe, 


Ere I had tender d, as our laws ordain, 
Their teſt of faith, thy rudeneſs ruſh'd before oy 
Infringing my juſt rights. | a ha 
CARAC n 0 U 8. 


| Druid methinks, | © 4501110 


At ſuch a time, in ſuch a cauſe, ik 
Might bait it's ſternneſs. Now, by Heav'n, 1 fel, 
Beyond all omens, that within my breaſt, | -- 
That marſhals me to conqueſt; GD — 
That ſnatches me beyond all mortal fears, 

Lifts me to where upon her jaſper throne 

Sits flame-rob'd Victory, who calls me 3 | 
And crowns me with a palm, wha ade be. 
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2 C AR ACTA C US. 
C ARACTACUsS. 
Vet 1 ſubmit i in all 
CHORUS. 
"Tis meet thou ſhould'ſt. | 
Thou art a King, a ſov'reign 'oer frail man; 
I am a Druid, ſervant of the Gods; 
Such ſervice is above ſuch ſov reignty, a 1 
As well thou know'ſt : if they ſhould prompt bee e 2851 
To interdict the thing thou dar ſt to do. 
What would avail thy daring? 
C ARACT * O 8. 

Holy man ! 
But thou wilt bleſs it; Hear! n will big thee bleſs it; 
Thou know'ſt that, when we fight to eee 
We fight the cauſe of Hearn. The man that falls, 
Falls hallow'd; falls a victim for the e 1 
For them and for their altars. ft Na 3048 
* CH GRUSS. | 
Valiant Prince ? 
Think not we lightly rate-our country's-weal, 
Or thee our country's champion. Well we know 
The glorious meed of thoſe exalted fouls,” 5 . 
Who flame like thee for freedom: mark en zart 
The time will come, when Deſtiny and Death, g 
Thron'd in a burning car, the chund ring wheels | 
Arm'd with gigantic ſeythes of adamant, | F 
Shall ſcour chi field of life, and in their rear e e 

The fend Oblivion: kingdoms; empires, worlds 
Melt in the general blaze: when, lo, from high 


Andraſte darting, catches from the kk 


hat: * 


Leave ye the grove to us and Inſpiration;/- 
Nor let a ſtep, or ev'n one glance Gnas, > 
Steal from your caverns: ſtay, my holy 8 


Ye time-ennobled Seers, whoſe een "ogg R bao : r 17K 


ere er eg 


Full eighty winters whiter; 


hs! 
> 


Loeoline, Cadwall, Hoel, Cantaberg! ++! .- "il e 


CARACTACYS * 
The roll of fame, elaps her aſcending me 5 i 
And ſtamps on orient ſtars each Patriot en wg 
Round her eternal dom. | _ | 

cn, 1.) yniir 
And I will hear nod al anention fin ee e 
In heedleſs —_ be en e e 'y 1 

voi CHORUS, AE 
This tho' we 55 hs Tread 18817 
Let man beware with I Yes 10 e 
Where ſlaughter calls; it is not courage, — 
No nor the pride and practis d {kill in arms, "Mx" 
That gains this meed : the warrior is no patriot, "0 
Save when, obſequious to the will of Heav'n, | 
He draws the fword of vengeance. 
 CARACT * 2 US. 
Surely, Druid, | 
Such my occaſion ſpeaks the — of Heavn 
n 

Monarch, perchance thou haſt a fait occaſion 2 : 
But, if thou haſt, the Gods will ſoon declare itt 
Their ſov'reign will thou know'ſt not; this ee EC men] 
Demands our ſearch. Ve mortals all — rf s ANN; 


n 1 our ſlumbers: ——— 0 bt .edtT 
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18 S ARACTA cus. 


Ye, whoſe ſlcill'd fingers know how beſt to lead, 
Thro' all the maze of ſound the wayward ſtep 

Of Harmony, recalling oft, and oft 
Permitting her unbridled courſe to ruſh 

'Thro' diflonance to concord, ſweeteſt then 

Ev'n when expected harſheſt. Mador, thou” 
Alone ſhalt lift thy voice; no choral pe! 
Shall drown thy ſolemn warblings ; thou beft know LY 
That opiate charm which lulls corporeal ſenſe: __ 
Thou haſt the key, great Bard 6 51 
The portal of the ſoul; unlock it ſtrait, 

And lead the penſive pilgrim on her _ 

Thee the vaſt, ee of futurity. 


Eren, eta. 22 
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HAI L, thou — Gums! 
in years of yore den Camber bore: + 

From Troy's ſepulchral flame; - = 
With ancient Brute, to Britain's ſhore / 5 
The mighty minſtrel cane 
Sublime upon the burniſh'd prow, 
mung 10A e 
She flung her white arms o'er the 6. i wide Hu 
The freight of harmony. 5 


CARACTAGCUS. | 
| I. — th . of 
Mute till when was ev'ry plain, | 
Save where the flood 'mid mountains 1 
Tumbled his tide amain; hs 
And echo from th impending wood 
Reſounded the hoarſe ſtrain ; | 
While from the north the ſullen gale 
With hollow whiſtlings ſhook the vale ; 
Diſmal. notes, and anſwer'd ſoon 
By favage howl the heaths among, 
What time the wolf doth bay the ceembling g — 
And thin the bleating throng. | 
e 
Thou ſpak ſt, imperial Lyre, 
The rough roar ceas d, and airs from high 
Lapt the land in extaſy : 
Fancy, the fairy, with thee came; 
And Inſpiration, bright-ey'd dame, 
Oft at thy call would leave her ſapphire ſæy; 
And, if not vain the verſe preſumes, 
Evn now ſome chaſt Divinity is near: 
For lo! the ſound of diſtant plames 
Pants thro' the pathleſs deſart of the air. 
Tiis not the flight of her; | 
_ *Tis Sleep, her dewy harbinger. 
Change, my harp, O change vl meaſures ; 
Cull, from thy mellifluous treaſures, 
Notes that ſteal on even feet, 
Ever ſlow, yet never pauſing, 
Mixt with many a warble ſweet, 
In a ling'ring cadence cloſing, 
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O mark them ere they fade. 


1 CGCARACTACUS. 


While the pleas'd power finks gently down the ſkies, 
And ſeals with hand of down the Druids n eg eyes. 
„ | 

Thrice I . and ako I found 
The central ſtring, and now I ring 
(By meaſur'd lore profound) | 
A ſevenfold chime, and ſweep, and. * : 
Above, below, around, | 
To mix thy muſic with the ſpheres, 
That warble to immortal ears. 
Inſpiration hears the call ; 
She riſes from her throne above, | 
And, ſudden as the glancing meteors fall, 
She comes, ſhe fills the grove. _ - 

| „ 
High * port; her waving hand 
A pencil bears; the days, the * 
Ariſe at her command, 
And each obedient colouring wears. 
So, where Time's picturd band - 
In hues æthereal glide along; - 
O mark the tranſitory throng; z 
Now they dazzle, now they die, 
Inſtant they flit from light to ſhade, _ 
Mark the blue forms of faint futurity, E 


. 0 : 
Whence was that inward groan? _- 
Why burſts thro' cloſed lids the T 


Why uplifts the briſtling har 


1 . CARACTACUS | = = 

It's white and venerable ſhade, i vl wan Lo 

Why down the conſecrated A. . = af Zn ak ee 

Courſes in chilly drops the dews of fear | 

All is not well, the pale-cy'd moon WO: 

Curtains her head in clouds, the ſtars retire, 

Save from the ſultry ſouth alone 

The ſwart ſtar flings his peſtilential fire 1 

Ev'n Sleep herſelf will fly, | 

If not recall'd by harmony. . _ 

Wake, my lyre! thy ſofteſt numbers, AED ee 

Such as nurſe ecſtatic ſlumbers, — dh 3 

Sweet as tranquil virtue feels | 

When the toil of life = W ee ee ee e 

And, on a 2 Gs . 

Haſtens to lave in the bright fount of day. 

Till Deſtiny prepare a ſhrine. of purer. _ TS. 

Gn clad fs Dix a 

It may not be. Avaunt terrific - „ 

Why hangs thy bright edge eee o'er the 1 2 „ K 

O: for a giant's nerve to b eee e d * 

It bows, it falls. 4 ABS 41 10 n Ar +21 0s 1607 Þ 

Where am I? huſh, my foul l. cee wk 30 e677 
_*Fwasall a dream. Reſume no more the in : my ef 

The hour is paſt : my brethren I what ye am. 

(If what ye ſaw, as by your looks Tread, 

Bore like ill-omen'd ſhape). hold it in filence;.: {2+ | 400d 
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32 CARACTACUS: 
And now I ſhiver, now a fev'riſh glow 
Scorches my vitals. . ſome mp approaches. 


EVELINA, GHORUS. 
Thus, with my wayward fears, to burſt unbidden 
On your dread ſynod, rouſing, as ye ſeem, 
From holy trance, mn, 
Ev'n to the wretch who dares it: l RICE 26 
CHORUS. 1 


Virgin! quickly 


Pronounce the cauſe. 
EVELINA. 
Bear with a ſimple mad 
Too prone to fear, perchance my foes are yain. 
CHORUS. | 


But yet declare them. 


I fuſpet me much 
The faith of theſe Brigantes. i 
35 CHORUS. ES 
Heed what thou fits Buff 6 
That in the breaſt of man, of ireful man, 
Too oft his welcome finds ; yet ſeldom ſure 
es n ee a ee e e eee 
Of maiden innocence. | 


EVELINA 


WV EL g 20 * : 
EVELINA. x ech WW) 
"= . . 3 & # 
F 1 £ 


For while he talks, (nu cl the ler is) © 


£% 
$00" 
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His brothers ſilent carriage gives diſprofß We Bo. 272 
Of all his boaſt; indeed I mark'd it well; - . 1 
And, as my father with the elde .. © eo mn. 
6 | Bold ſpeech and warlike, as is ſtill his wont N ids 10 . 155 — 
| When fir d with hope of conqueſt, oft I f i 
A ſigh unbidden heave the younger's breaſt, - c * 
Half check d as it was rais d; ſometimes, metbought, . 5 * . 
His gentle eye would caſt a glance on me. Vo P 
As if he pitied me; and then again | +. 2/92. Orr” e 
Would faſten on my father, gazing „ 35 Ry 1 - 
. To veneration; then he'd figh again, Ed Ro 5 
Look on e an hang hls e head | oi 3 3 8 . 
Moſt penſively. enn ot ee g 4 ani 5 15 . 
0 1 0 R U . „e h reds HW 
More ſerious. Sk 3 Virgin! proce. ee, E 26:44 $ov9} | 
neee of out 1 de ar 1 „ 
Tis true, = | _ % bp 26508 15 12 4 | "4 
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His ev'ry thought big: with: 8 PF bon alas n 8 1 3 

Heeds not the different carriage of theſe brethren . — 

The elder takes him wholly ; yet, methinks, 745 3 5 

= The younger's manners have I know not what; | 06 T ä 

Is it not ſtrange, if, as the tale re pre SE 

My mother ſcjourns with this diſtant queen. 1 

ü _ She ſhould not ſend or to my fire, or mm nh B 

Some fond remembhrunce uf her love? ahl nene 20 . | 

x | , | With tears I fpeak itt nome, not her dear Nn a6 dT 

Has reach d my-lobging gas... 
| = : F 


* | CARACTA . 


O HO R US. 
The gods, my Wb 
Have wak'd theſe doubts in the dd brealk 
Of this mild maiden; oft to eee 0 
Oft to the purity of virgin — 59068: £1 
Doth heav'n it's voluntary light diſpenſe, bb 1 
When victims bleed in vain. They muſt be ſpies. 
Hie thee, good Cantaber, and to our 8 5 
Summon the young Brigantian. ane ; vm 
EVbEL * A. 


Do not that, 
Or, if ye do, yet treat him nothing ſternly: 
The ſofteſt terms from ſuch a tender breaſt 
| h : Will draw confeflion, and, if ye ſhall find 
. The treaſon ye ſuſpect, forbear to. curſe him. 
(Not that my weakneſs means to guide your eh 
Vet, as I think he would not wittingly 
E'er do a deed of baſeneſs, were it granted ne, a 
That I might queſtion him, my heart forbodes 5 | - 
It more conan — ger 774, 2 
6,08 1 


Perchance it nb a 2 06 
And A al thou try. - Ban fee the + King! lens 
BUDLING. _ * 
5 | That therefore ee deute o de OV 
| To-gain ade „ id, LE 


— TATYL— 
How ſad he ſeems ; oft aid he in che cave i Los pole” 
80 fold his * : ils An 5 „„ 
; Saſs ! JJ of 
We mark him e and much 77 ere 
The elder's free and dreadleſs conH!Eüün e.. 
Virgin, retire a While in yonder v ale {OO 
Nor, till thy royal father quits the ba, n een 5 
Reſume thy ſtation here. | Bui Builins | -" 


* pe 
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CARACTACUS, CHORUS —VBLLINUS, 8 
ELIDURUS ©. 


Forgive me, Druid ui 11 
My eager ſoul no longer could ſuſtain + | door er 


The pangs of expectation; hence I ſent i St of 
The virgin innocence of Evilina, iP 200 Brow bak 
Safeſt to break upon your privacy: „„ 5 ; 
She not return'd, O pardon ! that uncall'd URS A WR: 
I follow : the great cauſe, I truſt, abſolves me: _ er. 1 e 
*Tis your's, tis freedom's tis che cauſe 0 heav'h T * 
And ſure Heav'n owns „„ = 5 e 
| eee ee, 37-40 
Caractacus, 5 ien w e 12 - 7 5 5 
All that by ſage ad ſanto ns. in at 2 
Might of the gods be af d, we Have any, jo wang of. 
And yet, nor ad en e en e 3 
Gave they benign aſſent. 50a Ya 4 % do bn a N 
e ARA e 1A cos. 5 able Dow | 
Death to our Gel _— don of Wei eee 8 W i 
17007 Tat! CHR US dn ee wtf : 13 
White yer we U fad Hier r Ne 
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36 CARACTACUS. 
Sullen and fad to fancy's frighted eye _ 

Did ſhapes of dun and murky hue advance, 
In train tumultuous, all of geſture ſtrange, 
And paſling horrible; ſtarting we wak d, 


Yet felt no waking calm; {till all was dark, | pls $4 


Still rang our tinkling ears with ne woe. 
Suſpicious hr cabs full —— _ 
VELLINUS. 
Of what ſuſpicious ? F 
Druid, our — 
| roman: 
Reſtrain thy way-ward tongue, 
Inſolent youth ! in ſuch licentious mood 


To interupt our ſpeech ill ſuits = years, 


And worſe our ſanctity. "pelvis 4 
; CARACTACUS. 


Tis his diſtreſs _ 
Makes him forget, what elſe TH reverent Ry” 


Would pay ye holily. Think what he feels, © e 


Poor youth ! who fears yon moon, before "gh wanes, 
May ſee his country conquer d; ſee his mother 

The viQor's ſlave, her royal blood debas'd, 

' Dragging her chains thro' the throng'd res of Rome, 
To grace oppreſſion s triumph. ä 2 
Say, can it be that he, e eee 

Adds vigor to his virtue, cer can bear 71 

This patiently ? be edi apart. 


And, that witheld, (as now he needs muſt. fear)... dot that] 


What means, alas! are left? ſearch Britain round, 


W chief re cops wth Rams = 
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EX KATTACURH 
His loan of power at a Proconſul's will, 
25 beſt a ſcepter d ſlave ? „ 
D 7 wed es m0 os 
Yes, Monarch, yes, e 
| | If Heav'n reſtrains thy formidable fi fword, n | 
f Or to it's ſtroke denies that juſt ſucceſ 85 
Which Heav'n alone can give, I fear me W N 
Our Queen, ourſelves, nay Britain's ſelf, muſt periſh. | 
CARACTACUEK HH null 1 
But is not this a fear makes Virtue vin? : 
Tears from yon miniftring regents of the ſky g „ | 
5 | Their right? Plucks from firm-handed han gon au ES 
The golden reins of ſublunary ſwa © BR. 
And gives them to blind Chance ? If this be fo, „ f 
If Tyranny muſt lord it o er the earth, „ 
There's Anarchy in Heav'n. 4 frown not, Druid,” 
I do not think tis thus. | NA 
5 | | 0 non 8 N ; my i 5 : 
a. We cruſt thou doſt x not. . cken K 2 Bog ee 10 
| ONT ESXCUE 0/4227 507 af) 
Maſters of Wiſdom + No: my A CIS: ore EO 
In that all-healing and all- forming Power 
| | | Who, on the radiant day when Time was born,” Ie. 
5 > | Caſt his broad eye upon the wild of ocean 88 £ 
And calm'd it with a glance: then, plunging * N 
His mighty arm, pluck d from it's dark domain” SOONER: 
This throne of Freedom, liſted it to light, = Wt ee 
Sir it with filver cliffs, and call'd it Britain: Watt % To 
j He did, and will preſerye i it. e 435 et? e BED | 


r 0 Ty 


| - CHORUS. _ 
Pious Prince, | 


N In that all-healing and all- forming power 


Still let thy ſoul confide ; but not in men, 


No, not in theſe, ingenuous as they ſeem, | 


"IM oy ares e e 


Our ancient laws ordain. 


VELLINUS. 
Illuſtrious Seer, 


Methinks our Soy' reign's Genet well might plead 
Her envoy's faith. Thy pardon, mighty Druid, 
Not for ourſelves, bot por. e | 


Miſtruſting * ye woury her honour. 
CHORUS. 


Paxce ; 


Our will n no parly. "hither, 1 
Turn your aſtoniſh'd eyes ; behold yon huge 
And unhewn ſphere of living adamant, 


Which, pois'd by magic, reſts it's central -weight - 


On yonder pointed rock: firm as it ſeems, 
Such is it's ſtrange and virtuous property, 
It moves obſequious to the gentleſt touch 


— 


Of him, whoſe. bycaſt is pure; but 60 a traytar, . 


Tho ev'n a giant's proweſs nerv'd his arm, 
It ſtands as fixt as Snawdon. No reply ;, 


eee n 
Approach and try it: in your ſnowy veſts, | 


Ye Prieſts, involve the lots, and to the yo 
3 tender the choice of Fatc. | 


<j 


wy 


; * # * : 
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CCC 
Heav'ns! is it fall'n on me: 8 ee e 009 p07 vourt 55 | 


ER eee 2 WONDERS -£ foe: 
Young Prince, it iz e AR 34; | : 
Prepare thee for thy tryal. _ ye 1 

| ELIDURUS. 1 : | 
Gracious Gods! mY CPE 
Who may look up to your tremendous thrones, VVV 

| And ſay his breaſt is pure? All-ſe | _ 

| Ye know already how and what lamm __ + 


| And what ye mean to publiſh me in Mona, 
- | To that I yield and trembſſ . | 


: 5 CAA 


D 1 ; 2 a b . * ö N 5 77 1 3 
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(For ſure. ye both are true) haſte to the tryai z 
Behold I lead thee on. . 


i And, wich that courage Honel® Truth ſplits, NCC 
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d. 


| | | r 
THOU Spirit pure, that ſpread'ſt unſcen 
Thy pinions der this pond'rous ſphere, 
And, hreathing thro' each rigid vein, 


Fillt with ſtupendous life the marble maſs, 
And bid'ſt it bow upon it's baſe, 


When ſov'reign Truth is near; 
Spirit inviſible ! to thee ' 
We ſwell the . homers 3 


| Thou, „ 


O'er-ruleſt Nature's laws, | 
O hear, and aid with e 
The ſons of Peace and . 


102. . 
Firſt· born of chat —_— 


Call'd into birth ere aa; 


| Whom ware nor wind can circum, 5 


That float on 2 rainbow pennons bright 


Thro' all the wilds of ſpace, - . 
Yet thou alone of all thy kind 
Canſt range the regions of the mind, 


= CARA CTA.CU.S. 

| CHORUS, n 

8 Now be the rites prepar'd : . 
And now, ye Bards, chaunt ye that cuſtom d mo. b 
The prelude of this fam'd ſolemnlty. 5 
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Thou only know t f ‚ 4 3 „„ 
: | That dark meandring mage, A 19 qo | Nein vel "7. e ED 5 JED 
Where wayward Falſhood ftrays,/ | or nd 2. 5 
And, ſeizing ſwift the lurking: ſprite, d ul Hr ler 0 | 
$4 | 1 | — 7 
Thowcanſk enter the dark cell 1.1.7 40 1 4 — 
Where the vulture Conſcience ſſum bers _ BE. 
And, unarm'd by charming ſpell,; f. 1 
Or magic numbers Fe Hit ! 915 Ktül1 „ 5 . 3 
Canſt rouſe her from Pin, ade ot beg > = 48 
And bid her dart her raging talons deep; ; = -; 9 
1 5 | Yet, ah! too ſeldom doth the furious ſiend £ ne 0H | 1 „ 


e Thy bidding wait; vindictive, pon a. He 10% m bu a „ 
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She knows her tort ring time; too ſure to rend 


The trembling heart, when Virtue quits her Pats _ 
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; Pauſe then, celeſtial £4: 6 {6 (43 13536 #7701 Ie, ET «19 iE Ei - 155 A „ 6 ED 
—̃ brooding on thine adamantine ſphere, Jer won A Eo 


g If fraud approach, Spirit, that fraud declare; e ä 
| I 0ob Conſcience and to Mona leave therreft;* 7 1 ot 2 
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42 CARACTACUS.' 


: CHORUS. mh Was 
Ere that, bethink thee well what rig' rous e 
Threatens thine act, if failing, certain death: * 
So certain, that in our abſolving tongues 
Reſts not that power may fave thee : Tho muſt tho: 


_ EVILINA, ELIDURUS, CHORUS. | 
| Die, fay'ſt thou? Druid! ano) Sila act and 
; ELLDURUS nan ba. > 
Evilina here! 10 . 2 i n gige 0 
%%% ̃ ⁵⁰ĩ( d ᷣ ͤ dd Gong 
; BEES. 15 ·˙˙ꝛmA· m | : 
; | No, youth, a z while wo ſpare thee 1 a Ns oY 
To urge thee Ern with virgin Cn” H ewonsz of 
Reſpect our clemency, and meet her queſtions: . 241 1 
With anſwers prompe & and true ; he » mag how Ya. | 
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"BL 15 on V's; ien un i 
nw”  EMILONG. : 
85 | 1 me. Nrinee ? n pods A ana! 
wo | Methinks the daughter of Caractaeus y : 


[4% 'Þ 


5 EP 
Sp 244 


* 5 


1 Might merit milder treatment: I was born Db = = 
Io royal hopes and promiſe, nurs'd re 6 b 1 
Of ſoft proſperity, alas:the:change! | _ Kok Vil 19 0 90242 1 wilt 
I meant but to addr. for brief ard: 
To this young: Prince, and he — 99e, 30 S 
And ſcorns to anſwer nm. | 
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5 INT a nö . | 
Scorn thee Foros Maid? Sire be $08 Bits 
5365) gr i A's Mp s 006 Seeg BF 
And canſt Fw FO "lg: Tony A: 4 = 7 A 3990} 26 0152237 
I "Nb myſelf to all way 1 i of batt 
In nothing harſh, or cruel: and, howe er 
Misfortune works upon the minds of men 
(For ſome they ſay it turns to very ſtone) | 
Mine I am ſure it ſoftens. - Wert thou guilty; . 
Yet I ſhould pity thee ; nay, wert thou leagu d 
To load this ſuffering heart with more misfortunes, el 
Still ſhould I pity thee 3 nor der believe | 
Thou would', on free and en e, os 1 8 
5 75 - - ELIDURUA- kt ia By 
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No, gracious Youth, 1 90 believe * Wen bots 75 
For on thy brow the liberal hand of Heava n 8 5 
Has portray'd Truth as viſible and bold; 
As were the pictur d ſuns that deckt the brows. . © ones he 
Of our brave anceſtors. Say then; young Prince, 
(For therefore have I wiſh d to queſtion thee) . +, + 
Bring ye no token of a mother's fondneſs - © +. .+ | 1 „ 
To her expecting cha — tin. - 7 | 
And ſure that gentleneſs would ene, thine heart. 55 9 
| Diſtreſs like ber z. A captive and a queen, 5 ths 15 fue 
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44 CARAC TACU 8. ; 
Has more than common RING, e 
And, ev'n the ills of venerable age i} 
| Were cauſe cnough-to move thy tender nature. Hz 5; 116 
The tears o er- charge thine eye. Alas, my fears! 
Sickneſs or fore infirmity had ſeiz d her, ; 
Before thou left'ſt the palace, elſe her lips [ elif a 
Had to thy care intruſted ſome kind ah, Pate fr nou 1 
And bleſt her hapleſs ie «gent by . tongue: tino a 
Would ſhe were here! W acts een eee 
FETLipon us. ih tel 30 
Would Heav'n the were! . ay 18} i | 
: 'EVILING. FF LE 
EETDVRY Ss, ig J Blatt Unc 
EVIEINA. eee IO eee 
Thanks, ingenuous youth, PRES „„ 
For this thy courteſy. Vet, if the auen nl 5 : 
Thy mother ſhines with fuch rare qualities, 
As late thy brother boaſted, the will cam a Po 
Her woes, and I ſhall clafp her ang Wand, W969 106-90 3 
Again, in peace and liberty. Alas! ; 88 ; 
He ſpeaks not; al my fears are _— | 
i * Tribe ue ne ; 
6 | What fears ? \ IDE bf B94 e : - 1955 b | . 4 
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Not that : not that. 


CARNACTACYS * 
Thy years have yet been proſpirous./' Dia u er 
E'er loſe his kingdom ? Did captivity n e 
E er ſeize thy ſhrieking mother? thou can'ft go e we 
To y onder cave, and find thy brother ſafe: t wt A i 
He is not loſt, as mine is. Youth, thou fight + 1 0 
Again; thou haſt not fure ſuch cauſe for ſorro ;; ᷑᷑ NB 
But if thou haſt, give me thy griefs, I pray bee, my 
I have a heart can ſoftly "F404 ar 0 en #160 27 
And Rus ws 1 FAN Gaol $i Sper 2 1 T 

ELIDURUS.. FF 
She tears s my A" What ſhall J a7 7 I e 80 
E V I N 1 N A. | 
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For all in this bad world: "ou dais their woes; oe 


Thou too haſt thine ; and may ſt, like . be wretched : 
Faply amid the ruinous waſte of war, LN 
Mid that wild havock, which theſe ſons of 0 | 
Bring on our groaning country, ſome chaſte: m, 
Whoſe tender ſoul was link d by love to thine,” 8 des * gy 


Might fall the trembling prey to Roman rage: 2 K 


Ev'n at the golden hour, when holy rites _ N * 
Had ſeal'd your virtuous vows. IF it were oe. = 51 
Indeed , pity her! EP | 8 a. SE VI] 

E EEIDURUS. 


. a 
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46 CARACTACUS 

And why this ſilence ? that ſome weighty grief 

Oierhangs thy ſoul, thy ev'ry look proclaims. 

Why then refuſe it words? The heart, that bleeds 

From any ſtroak of fate or human wrongs, 

Loves to diſcloſe itfelf, that liſt ning pity 

May drop a healing tear upon the wound. 

Tis only, when with inbred horror ſmote 

At ſome baſe act, or done, or to be done, 

That the recoiling ſoul, with conſcious dread, 

Shrinks back into itſelf. But thou, good 3— 

| ELIDURUS. 

Ceaſe, royal inaid ! permit, me to depart — 
EVILIN A. | 

Yet hear me, ſtranger | Truth and Secrecy, 

Tho' 8 1 are ſeldom neceſſary friends 
HT YO S | | 
EVILINA. Fo EE ee e 

O go not hence, | - i 

In wrath; think not, Bs as. 25 

nne e ee | 


ak ay” BLIDURUS 4 e a 

a EVILING | | 
If thy brother— — Io” 4 Rn” 
Nay, fart een do not tur tins ops from mines * 
| Speak, T conjure thee, is his purpoſe honeſt? ? 17200 
get an my father's head and gold, . "IO 


CARACTACUS. - 47 
Has now a charm for Britons: Brib'd by this, "I 
Should he betray him——Yes; I fee thou nidder * 
At the dire thought; yet not, as if twere ſtrange 1 
But as our fears were mutual. Ab, young — 
That open face ſcarce needs a tongue to utter 
What works within. Come then, ingenuous Prince, 36-1 
And inſtant make diſcovery to the Proj. 04.1045 
EI tis not too :. + | 
ELIDURUS. i= 41:4 B13. e 
Ah! what diſcover 2 then? 10240; Joo. woo A 
B\ VI L INA. | 
0 115 unus. 1 
Ha! TXT 155 . e SORE ie. a TIT 5 £48 95 1 a. 2 
| Who i is no 3 111 his 900 ou ae 128 "Hd 
Teems with ſuck perfidy. - „ et bet an 1 
Can he be brother to a youth like thee, 36. 4694. 98 2 05 104 
Who would betray an old and honour'd King, | 
That King his countryman, and one whoſe 1 l 
Once guarded Britain gainſt ti aflailing ee 7 His - 
Can he be brother to a youth:likeithes,) r 
Who from a young, defenceleſs, Wet KY Ef, 
Would take that King her father? Make her fuſſer 
All that an orphan ſuffers? More perchance : . 
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The ruffian foe.— Ottears, ye cho may unge! 5 0 
Can he be brother to a youth Ie ther 
Who would defile his ſoul By ſuch black deeds? 
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” CARACTACUS. 


Turn, youth, and-ſce tne weep. - Ah, ſee nellen PENS! 
I am of royal blood, not wont to kneeel, ' 
Yet will I kneel to thee. O fave my father! 4 4 
Save a diſtreſsful maiden een 10 an 5 
Of barbarous men Be chou a brother to me, 7 | 


For mine alas! hah ! - [ Sees Arviragus ain? / 
ARVIRAGUS, EVIL IN A,. ber e 
. CHOY SS; 9011 25 25% 5 
Evilina riſe ! 
Know, maid, 3 meh lee her kneel, 5 
Ev'n at the foot of Czlar anna © hen moi. ond 
_ EVILINA. ts 
'Tis himſelf : eie val 
And he will prove my. father's fears were falſe, ; 
Falſe, as his ſon is brave. Thou beſt of brothers. 
Come to my arms. Where haſt thou been, thou wanderer? 
How wer t thou ſav d? indeed, ArvitaguGs 
I never ſhed ſuch tears, ems wer't TY 27119 T 
For theſe are tears abi env * Te: 185 "ju AE era” 3 
{ARVIRAGUS.. lien 717% 
Evelina! TD Eo 
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Ah, ſpare the taunt t: | | 


He merits not thy wrath. Behold the Druids .. :.;; 7 
Lo, they adyance: with holy re e vi 


Thou muſt addreſs their ſanctit ix 


W ads hates 1 Grad 


I will. | td . 4 it 4 
But ſee, proud Boy, thou doſt not e 
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i ne ooo ARVIRAG US. 45 
Sages, and Sons of Hearn! 'Illuſtrious D 
Abruptly I approach your ſacred Preſende | | 1 


Yet ſuch dire tidings=—_— 4 mk 5 95 „ 
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Of crimes abhorr d, of Cowardice and 1 5 44 1 
And therefore mayſt not in theſe ſacred grooves 
Utter polluted accents. + Quickly ſay. 

Wherefore thou fledſt? For | 
We hold no Fe # Y aaa vor ta 
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" = CAR'acTacus. 


CHORUS. 
Waſte not or Time or Words: 
But tell us, why thou fledſt? 
A R F I R A G1 as 8. 
1 fled not, Druid! 
By the great Gods 1 fed not! W 
Our daſtard troops, that baftly tirn'd their dicks, 
I ſtopt, I rallied them, when lo a ſhaft i 
Of random caſt did level me with Earth, 
Where pale and ſenſeleſb, as che ſlain around me, 
J lay till midnight: : Then, as from long trance 


Awoke, I crawl'd upon my feeble: Limbs 
To a lone cottage, where a pitying Hind 


Lodg'd me and noutiſh'd me. My ID repair 4. 
It boots not that I tell, what humble arts 


 Compell'd I us d to fereen me from the foe. - 


How now a peaſant from a beggaely ſerip | 39? 
I fold cheap food to ſlaves; that nam'd the price | 
Nor after gave it. Now a Minſtrel por ' 
With ill-tun's Harp and uncouth deſcant a 

I ply'd a thriffleſs trade, and by fuch ſhifts: | 
r 
At length to other conqueſts in the north Pratutloc 
Oſtorius led his legions : Safer now, 

Yet not ſecure, I to ſome. valiant Chiefs, 


Whom War hud gart. dire, what 1 war; 


And with them plan d, how ſureſt we pig ener 
Our ſcatter'd forces to ſome rocky faftneſs 

In rough Caernarvon, there to breathe en 
If not with brave incurſion to oppreſs 5 


 CARAETACUNS. 
The thinly- ſtation d foe. And ſoon our art 
So well avail'd, that now at Snowdon's foot 
Full twenty troops of hardy veterans . 
To call wy Sire their leader. | 

_ CHOR U 8. 
Valiant Youth- vows 
1 8 5 EVELINA. 
He is—T faid, he was a valiant Foath, 
Nor has he ſham'd his race. 
| CHORUS. 
We do believe 
Thy modeſt tale: And may the e Gods 
Thus ever ſhed upon thy noble breaſt _ 
Diſcretion's cooling dew, When nurtur'd fo, 
Then „ only then, doth Valour bloom mature. 
ARVIxNAG Us. 

Yet vain is Valour howſoe er it bloom: | 
Druid, the Gods frown on us. Al my hopes 
Are blaſted ; I ſhall ne er rejoin my Friends 
Ne'er bleſs them with my Father. Holy Men, 
I have a tale to tell, will ſhake your Souls. | 


Your Mona is invaded, Rome rc, e 


Een to theſe Groves app 


Horror ! Horror! 


1 9 ARVIRAGUS.\ 
: 1 as I landed on yon higheſt beach, nd 
Where nodding from. the rocks the Polen . 
Their ſcatter d arms, and daſh them in the wave, 
There were their Wen me 1 eee 
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82 1 * AR A CAC U 8. 


Concealment mid the ſhade, and as I paſt Wa 
Up yon thick- planted ridge, I ſpy'd their bells 
Mid brakes and boughs trench'd in the heath below 
Where like a neſt of night-worms did they glitter, 
Sprinkling the plain with brightneſs. On I ſped 
With filent ſtep, yet oft did paſs ſo near, 
Twas next to prodigy, 1 I 'cap'd unſeen. 
CHORUS. 


Their number, Prince? 
AR VI RAG U Ki 
Few, if mine haſty Eye . 
Did find, and count them all. 
CHORUS. 
O Brethren, Brethren, | 


' Treaſon and facrilege, worſe focs than Rome, 


Have led Rome hither. Inſtant ſeize that ak, 
And bang _ to our preſence. 


CHORUS, ELIDURUS, ARVIRAGUS. 
Say thou, falſe one! 
What doom befits the ſlave, who ſells his 440 
r 


Death, ſudden death! 
cnouys- 


No, ling'ring peace-meal death ; | 

And to ſuch death thy brother and thyſelf © 

We now devote. Villain, thy deeds are known, 

"Tis known, ye led the impious Romans hither Eh 

To flaugliter us ev n odour holy Altats. N 
„„ - Hd 

That on my ſoul doth lie ſome ſecret grief, 

Theſe looks perforce will tell: It is not fear, 
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f CARATTACDS. = 
Druids, it is not fear, that ſhakes me thus; | | T 
The great Gods know, it is not: Ye can never „ 


f For, what tho Wiſdom lifts ye next thoſe _ - ; 
| Ye cannot, like to them, unlock Mens breaſts, f | 


And read their inmoſt thoughts. Ah! that ly could. EE 
ARVIRAGUS. 5 * RH. | = 

What halt tet Aude HG VVV | . 
N ELIDU Rus N = _ 

What, Prince, I will not tell. os e - 1 
8 CHORUS. 


Wretch, there are means 
3 ELIDURUS. 


1 know, and terrible means ;, . | | 
And 'tis both fit, that you ſhould try. thoſe. means, ä 
And I endure them: Yet I think, my patience . . * = 
„„ for ny ſpace baffle your torturing rye 
; ; BORN Uv N 
5 Bee that beſt known, when. our inflicted goads | 
k. Harrow thy fleſh 


. 


. ARVIRAGUS.. 5 
Stranger, cer this is try'd,, _ | 
Confeſs the whole of thy black 1 4 
| So black, that when I look upon thy youth, 
Read thy mild eye, and mark thy modeſt brow, 
I think indeed, thou durſt not. 
| ELIDURUS, 
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Such A e 
Indeed, I durſt not 3 1 would ISS is * : 
The very wretch, thou ſeeſt. I'll ſpeak no more. „ | 
| CHOY. ,,, 
Brethren tis ſo. The Virgins thoughts were juſt 1 PLES 
This Youth has been deceived. 5 
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84 CARACTACUS. 
f _ -ELIDURUS. 


Ves, one Word more. 


You ſay, the Romans have invaded "FR 


Give me a ſword and twenty honeſt Britons, 
And I will quell thoſe Romans. Vain demand 
Alas! you cannot: Ye are Men of- Peace: 


Religion's ſelf forbids. Lead then to torture. 
ARVIRAGUS. 

Now on my Soul this Youth doth move me nibh; 

CHORUS. 

Think not, den and our holy Office 

Doth teach us tamely, like the bleating Lamb, 

To crouch before Oppreſſion , and with neck 

Outſtretch'd await the ſtroke. Miſtaken Boy! 

Did not ſtri& Juſtice claim thee for her Victim, 

We might full ſafely ſend thee to theſe Romans, 

Inviting their hot charge. Know, when I blow 

That ſacred Trumpet bound with ſable fillets 

To yonder branching Oak, the awful ſound 


Calls forth a thouſand Britons train d alike | | 


In holy and in martial exerciſe, 
Not by ſuch mode and rule, as Romans uſe, 
But of that fierce potentous horrible fort, 


As ſhall appall evn Romans. 


ELIDURUS. 


| Gracious Gods 
Then there are hopes indeed. O call has inſtant | 


This Prince will lead them on: III follow him, . 
Tho' in my Chains, and ſome way daſh them round 
To harm the haughty foe. 
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_CA R A CTACUS. is 
5 . ARVIRAGUS. 1 

4 thouſnd Britons, _ | 1 
| And amd! O inftane Mey the Gael was 
And let 1 me head them. Yet methinks this Youth, o— 

C 
J 3 what thou wouldſt ſay, might join "ih Prince. 
True, were he free from crime, or had confeft. | 
| ELIDURUS, | 

Confeſt. Ah, think not, I will e er 

| ARVIRAGUS, 
Reflect. | 
Either thyſelf or brother maſt have wrong us: : 
Then why conceal - 

5 ELIDURUS. F) 

Haſt thou a Boe no! i 5 „ 
Elſe hadſt thou ſpar d the word; and yet a filter e 
Lovely as thine might more than teach thee, Prince, 
What tis to have a Brother. Hear me, Druids, 
Tho' I would prize, an hour of Freedom now, 
Before an age of any after date: 
Tho' I would ſeize it, as the gift of heav'n, 
And uſe it as heaven's gift: yet do not think 
TI fo will purchaſe it. Give it me freely, 5 


I yet will ſpurn the boon, and hug my Chains, 1 
Till you do ſwear by your own hoary heads. 
. F d - 

CHORUS. |, e 
Excellent Youth! _ _ he ot Ho] 
Thy words do ſpeak thy foul, and ich a foul, . I,” 
As wakes our wonder. Thou art free; thy B 2 

FR 


2 2 — 
A 1 , . 5 2 3 4 5 
! ; . , , N 5 2 | 2 —_—— 
> G ws 4 £6 © Ro, SB . MN ES 
* * 2K 1 g 254 gf : Ihe 2 5 | 1 2 2 * 2 * 
n rr 1 EL 2 n N . 


** 
5 7 


a 


= OOO OI — n — — ͥꝗ ́ - — 
POT 1 
"ICS 


5 — 


—U—— —ů— — 


n 
* 4 


% fan © mg 4 "EY 


5: 
— 


7 22 ® — * — = 
„1 1 


rene ee AUG. r Im — 


9 — IEG. PCT Ago 
2 W - 
: 


PU cor, > od 44 x 


= _— * rer ey eg 
* 


n W 


1.4 a>. wes, * 


5 << — _ 
. 2 or ITT — " * a 
— 7-22 06-4 ev * 4 * 
1 
3 


* . — . 
. 
= 


| 1 us Prince! 
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Shall be thine honour's pledge; fo wa we uſe him, 
As thou art 19 5 or true. | 


*ELIDURUS. 
F aft: no other. F Se 181 
. ARVIRAGUS. 


Thus then, my fellow ſoldier, to thy claſp 


I give the hand of Friendſhip. Noble Youth, 
We'll ſpeed, or die as tj | 


A 


Mona permits not, that he fight ws battles, 
Till duly purified : For, tho his Soul 5 
Took up unwittingly this deed of baſeneſs, 
Vet is Luſtration meet. Learn, that in Vice 
There is a noiſome rankneſs unperceiv'd 

By groſs corporeal ſenſe, which ſo offends 


Heaven's pure Divinities, as us the ſtench 


Of vapour wafted from ſulphureous pool, 

Or pois nous weed obſcene. Hence doth the Man, 
Who ev'n converſes with a villain, need 

As much purgation, as the pallid wretch 


*Scap'd from the walls, where frowning Peſtilence 


Spreads wide her livid Banners. For this cauſe 

Ye Prieſts, conduct the TX. to yonder Hon,” | 

And do the needful rites. aig 
leren, Prieft with Eile 

Mean while ourſelf 5 

Will lead thee, Prince, unto 1 Fathers _—, 5 
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My font 7 wat oh Gay | 19 1. or 5 65 HG, Wo! FT . „ 
What joy, what trance doch thine e ee „ 
Feel in theſe filial foldings l 5 not, boy, 33G 
Nor interrupt that heart- felt ecſtacy - | | „ 
Should ſtrike us mute. I know, What thou wouldſt ſay. ; 
Yet prithee, peace. Thy ſiſter's voice hath clear'd the 1 
And could excuſe find words at this bleſt moment, „ 
Truſt me, I'd give it vent. But, 'tis.enough, g 
Thy father welcomes thee: to him and honour : 5 „ 
Honour, that now with rapt'rous cert: r e 
Calls thee his own true offspring, Hot mou weep ? 5 

Ah, if thy tears ſwell not from joy s. ene EY 


1 beg thee, ſpare them: I haye done thee r 
Can make thee no atonement None, ala! A Toi 
Thy father ſcarce can bleſs thee, as he ought; 
 Unbleſt himſelf, beſet. 


Bereft of queen, of kingdom and of :ſoldiers,/! | ³ 


He can but give thee; portion of his. 
Perchance and of his chains : an et droop not, 
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Virtue is ſtill thine owt 5107 vis or irs Sint, 11d bas 
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CARACTACUS. Oe T1 =" 
| Spoken like a Briton. _ s „ 1 M 

Tue, Hope is ours, and therefore let's prepare: T 

The moments now are precious. Tell us, Druid. - 

| Is it not meet, we ee the bands drawn out, 8 

5 And mark their due array? ; n | l 1 7 1 

3 EnoRvs. . 25 0 

TO | | 'CARACTACUS. VVV | 

: . Then Jee us to her front — pred | 1 FH = = 

"7 CHORUS. | 


But is te trator-youth in ſtay bed: i wee "4 
4 TCARKCTACVS. oh * 1 
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: 5 enoxbs E 
1 O fatal a fight to Monat 5 Par Signs ate | 43 
| 147 eAnaeraeus e * 
: But what of ! Arviragus is here, BL eee Ez I 
3 By this he has zan the Romans: Ler him join then, 5 1 
, | 5 A fingle arm, and that avillain's a n. bs Hb Te 
; 3 1 Can lend but little aid to any powers | | = BÞ 
A Oppos d to Truth and Virtue. ee „ 1 
i Let's to the troops, and marſhal them with ſpredl. „%% 
. ; That done, we from theſe venerable mn I 
| Will claim their ready bleffing: Then ae 1 705 5 1 1 
1 And the fwift fun cv'n at his purple dawn „„ 
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When he had all to aſk. $6.4. all to 1 ment, 


Touching my brother's valour. Hitherto . _ 
His fafety only, which but little mov'd him, 
Had reach'd his ears : But when my tongue unfolded 
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PR 


The ſtory of his bravery. and his peril,  :_ 5 


O how the tears cours d plenteous down his 


How did he lift unto the heay' ns his bands 85 


In ſpeechleſs tranſport! Yet he foon bethought him 


- 


Of Rome's invaſion, and with hery glance 


I 2 „5 


1 EVE LIN A. 
What may his flight portend! Say, Evelina, Se 
How came this youth to 'ſcape? __ 5 . 

1 EV ELINA. . 
And that to tell 3 da 
Will fix much blame on my impatient” folly: 
For, ere your hallow'd lips had given permiſſion, | 
I flew with eager haſte to bear my father 
News of his ſon's return. Enflam'd with that, 
Think, how a fiſter's zealous breaſt muſt glow! 
Your looks give mild aſſent. I glow'd indeed 
With the dear tale, and ſped me in his ear 
To pour the precious tidings: But my tongue 
Scarce nam'd Arviragus, ere the falſe ſtranger 
(As I bethink me ſince) with Rs | 
Fled to the cavern's mouth... + 
The king purſued? . ß] 
e 
Alas! he mark'd him not, for 'twas the moment. 
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And menac'd to purſue the 


CA „ 


Survey d the cavern round; then ſnatch'd his ſpear, _- 
way traitors © -+ 
But I with prayers (O pardon, if they err'c | 8 
Witheld his ſtep,. for to the left the _— 
Had wing'd his way, where the thick underwood bt 
Afforded ſure retreat. Beſides, if found, PEE ER 
Was age a match Se an, Zh Cf 
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Maiden, enough. 420 Bee = V 
engere a LOR if he was captive : . 
But in the juſtice of their cauſe, and nn. -, 
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And which pertains to thy bleſt hand alone 


For that he kneels before the. 55 Wc; 
1 ir eee i 
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We may not truſt him forth to fight our cauſe. | Hs 
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Es ; „ Kot CHORUS. e 
| 414 aol 155 tremble. T 
. Ms i ____ELIDURUS. I ty 
| | 5 "ibs e our 5 does thus our friendſhip end! | 
| Was I thy brother, youth, and haſt thou left me! 
2. . es; and how left me, cruel, as thou art.. 
| Tide victim of My . ß 
= True, thou miſt: dee. non Je 


3 If this be life. Yet I muſt doubt ev'n- y 5 


e dor falſhood of this ſtrange ſtupendous ſort 


= | Sets firm-ey'd Reaſon on a gage, miſtruſting 


> - That what ſhe 

I ᷑ be ſtars in yon blue 
mere tricks of 
5 | The viſion of a viſion. 
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3 = CARACTACUS. 


FE 5 Drinks one nch drop of vengeance. Yet, ye robbers 
Pet will I curſe you with my dying lips: 
" Twas you, that ſtole away my brother's virtue. 
| . CHORUS 
- Now then prepare to die. — > 
: ELIDURUS. We : 
I am prepar d. | 
Vet, fince I cannot now (hat mol 1 wid d) 
» By manly proweſs guard this lovely maid : + 
| 5 Permit, that on your holieſt earth I kneel, 
- | And pour one fervent prayer for her protection. 
- Allow me this, for tho' you e me Galle, 2 
+ 7 5 ee . 
* VL. VV 8 
I can hold no Unger ) cou To 
= - . O Druid, Druid, at thy feet T f: 722 390 6 78 e 
j 453. TLees, I muſt plead (away with virgin-bluſhes) 93. I 
3 a For ſuch a youth muſt plead. TI die to fave . 5 = 
—_— O take my life, and let him fight for Mosa. 4 
_ . | „ enn 
1 a Virgin, EY His virtue hath 8 bim, 
And he ſhall fight for thee and for his country. 1 2 0p ] 
Youth, thank us with thy deeds. The time is ſhort, 
And now with reverence take our high luftration: + 
Thrice do we ſprinkle thee with day-break dew 17 
Shook from the May-thorn bloſſom; twice and thrice =. 
Touch we thy forchead with our holy wands «© 
Now thou art fully purg'd. - Now riſe reftord e 7 
: To virtue and to us; Hence then my lon, n 
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Hie thee to yonder altar, where our Bards - 


Shall arm thee duly both with helm and as 
: 2 Elidurus. 
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CARACTACUS 


For warlike n 


Bold are their bearings, and I fear me not 
But they have hearts will not belle their looks. 
I like them well. Vet would to righteous heav'n . 


Accoutred ſo, as * bepeaks th the indes 
That fram'd their phalanx. 
To lead them gainſt the foe... 


' CARACTACUS, CHORUS, ARVIRAGUS, EVELIN 4. 


Tis true, my S6n, 
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Thoſe valiant Veterans, that on Snowdon guard 


Their ſcanty pittance of bleak Liberty, 


- 


- 


Were here to join them: we would teach theſe wolves, 


Tho' we permit their rage to prowl our coaſts, 
That FOO waits- them ere they rob our altas. | 


Caragtaciis? 


CHORDS. 


Behold this ſword: Abo bene of dd Bae 


Staind with the blood of giants, and its name 


TxirinGus. Many an age nnen 


- 5 Wk 4. 
1 . Ve] 
8 ; EDA n 7 


Has ſlept within yon conſecrated trunk. 
Lo, I unſheath it, king; I wave it d'er thee; 


Mark, what portentous ſtreams of ſcarlet lighe. - 


Flow from the brandiſtird falchion. On thy 8 
Receive the ſacred pledge. And mark our "words... 


By the bright arcle of the 9 
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By the dread potency of every Sta 
In the myſterious Zodiac's burning girth, 


64 CARACTACUS. 
By the brief courſes of the errant Moon. 


By each, and all of theſe ſupernal ſigns, 
We do adjure thee with this truſty blade, 
To guard yon central oak, whoſe holy ſtem 
Involves the ſpirit of high Taranis 
This be thy charge; to which in aid we join 


Ourſelves, and our ſage brethren. With our kl 
Thy ſon and the Brigantian me ſhall make 
Incurſion on the fo. 


. © A R CT: AC U 8. 

In this; and all, 33 | 
Your holy will be done. Vet ſurely, Druid, 
The freſh and active vigour of theſe youths 
Might better ſuit with this important charge. 
Not that my heart ſhrinks at the glorious taſk, 


But will with ready zeal pour forth its blood 


Upon the facred roots, my firmeſt courage 
Might fail to ſave. Think, Fathers, I am old; 
And if I fell the foremoſt in the onſet, _ 7 


Should leave a ſon behind, might ill defend you 5 


27 nes, 
The ſacred e wwe N atter 4 
May never be recall d. 5 

v5 CARACTACUS. : 

Then be it 0. 5 
Vet do not think, I 3 this theo frat: 
Old as I am, I truſt with half our powers WM 875 
I could drive back theſe Romans to their ſnips: 
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CARACTACUS. = 


Daſtards, that come as doth the cow'ring fowler 
To tangle me with ſnares and take me tamely; 825 
Slaves, they ſhall find, that ere they gain their prey, 2+ 4:7 
They have to hunt it boldly with bagh'd ſpears, - 
And meet ſuch conflict, as the chafed boar 
Gives to his ſtout aſſailants. O ye gods! 
That I might inſtant face them. 
| 1 HO R US. 

Be thy fan's. 
The onſet. 5 ; t dee 
| ARNERAGD Kio: wobac or had 
From his ſoul that ſon doth thank ye, | 
Blefling the wiſdom, that preſerves; his father 
Thus to the laſt, O if the fav'ring gods 
Direct this arm, if their high will permit, 
I pour a proſperous. vengeance on the foe, | 
I aſk for life no longer, than to crown . 
The valiant taſk. - Steel then, ye powers. of 3 n, 
Steel my firm foul with your own- fortitude, 
Free from alloy of paſſion. Give me courage, 
That knows not rage; revenge, that knows not malice 1 
Let me not thirſt for carnage, but for conqueſt: 
And, conqueſt gain d, ſleep — in wy: breaſt, 
Ere in its ſheath my ſword. - 
| CARACTACUS.. A 
O "I his father! 116 t e 
If ever raſhneſs ſpur d me on, — eder 
To acts of danger thirſting for renown; a 
If e er my eager ſoul purſued its courſe 
Beyond juſt reaſon's limit, viſit noe 

| | K ET 
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66 CARACTACUS. 
My faults on him. I am the thing, you made me, 
Vindictive, bold, precipitate, and fierce: 5 
But as you gave to him a milder mind, 

O bleſs him, bleſs him with a milder fate ! 
| _ *EVELINA. *' 
Nor yet unheard let Evelina pour | 
Her pray'rs and tears. O hear a hapleſs mths. 
That ev'n thro' half the years, her life has number' 8 
Ev'n nine long years has drag'd a trembling being. 
Beſet with pains and perils. Give her peace ; 
And, to endear it more, be that bleſt peace 
Won by her brother's ſword. O bleſs his arm, 
And blefs his valiant followers, One, and all. 


ELIDURUS | entering armed. 
Hear heavn! and let this pure and virgin prayer 


Plead ev'n for Elidurus, whoſe fad ſoul 


Cannot Took up to your immortal thrones, 
And urge his own requeſt : Elſe would he aſk, 
That all the dangers of th' approaching fight 
Might fall on him alone: That every ſpear 
The Romans wield might at his breaſt be aim d; 
Each arrow darted on his rattling helm; 
That fo the brother of this beauteous maid, 
Returning ſafe with victory and peace, 
Might bear them to her boſom. 
nous. 


Now riſe alt, 


And heav'n, 13 a ok to alk, _ 


Grant all, ye ought to have. The ftars on high 


CARACT AC US. 67 
Are faded now, and darkneſs reigns. o er all. 4 
Now is the dreadful hour, now will our torches 


Glare with more livid horror, now our ſhrieks . 5 5 4 + 
And clanking arms will more appall the foe. : 


». < * © x - 8 
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But heed, ye Bards, that for the ſign of onſet 
Ve ſound the antienteſt of all your rhymes, 4 4 
Whoſe birth tradition notes not, nor who fram 4 4 

Its lofty ſtrains : The force of that high air 5 

Did Julius feel, when, fir'd by it, our fathers ; 


Firſt drove him recreant to his Ships; and ill 
Had far'd his ſecond landing, but that Fate 
Silenc'd the maſter Bard, who led the ſong. 
Now forth, brave Pair! Go, with our bleſſing $94 ...; 
Mute be the march, as ye aſcend the hill!!! 
Then, when ye hear the ſound of our ſhcill- a 
Fall on the foe. 

* | CARAGTACUS. 
Now glory be thy guide; | 5 
Pride of my ſoul, go forth and conquer. 5 


EVELIN A. „„ 
Brother, ere Wet 
Yet one embrace. O thou much ako Stranger, 
I charge thee fight by my dear -brother's fide, 
And ſhield him from tlie foe; for he is 2 5 
And will with bold and well directed arm * 
Return thy ſuccour. f 

bee, wee eee. 

CHORUS. lap 
Now, ye Prieſts, „„ 10 OS = 1: 
Strew on the altar's height your ſacred leaves, | TT | 

* 19 n 

* 
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And light the morning flame. But why is this? 

Why doth our brother Mador ſnatch his harp 

From yonder t why this way wand His wo * 
CARACTAC US. . 

He is entranc'd. The fillet burſts, that bund 

His liberal locks; his ſnowy veſtments fall 

In ampler folds; and all his floating form 

Doth ſeem to gliſten with divinity! y 

Yet is he ſpeechleſs. Say, thou Chief of Bards, 

What is there in this airy vacancy, 5 

That thou with fiery and irregular glance 

| Should'ſt ſcan gend 82 99 72 OE age * breaſt >: 


Why ftarts— 


3 


9 — E. #4240 £45 T4 

6 1 7 #3 14 1 
Hark! heard ye not yon footſtep dread, © 
That ſhook the earth with TE 91 2 
"Twas Death.— In haſte 5 i 
The Warrior paſt; CCF 
High tower'd his helmed head: 
I mark'd his mail, I mark d his ſhicld,. 
I 'ſpi'd the : ſparkling of his ſpear, | 
I ſaw his giant-arm the falchion wield ; 5 
Wide wav'd the bick ring blade, and fir'd the angry air. 

4 Ts . 

On me the 0 my Britons, wait. 
To lead you to the field of fate 
T come : Yon car, 3 . 5 
That cleaves the. air, Fo 5 VF 
Deſcends to throne my late : . 


- 


: OE p >? 


| 31 


” 


*% 
- 


zuin 
I mount your Champion, and your God. 1 ton F 
My proud ſteeds neigh beneath the — e 
Hark ! to my wheels of braſs, that rattle loud! _ _ 
Hark ! to my * clarion ſhrill, that brays the woods among! 
: 5 1. il | | — 
Fear not now the fever's fire. B 
Fear not now the death-bed groan, | 
Pangs that torture, pains that tire, 


Bed- rid age with feeble moan: 


Fay 


Theſe domeſtic terrors wait 


Hourly at my palace gate; 

And when o'er ſlothful realms my ae I: wane. 

Theſe on the tyrant king and nit are.. 

Ruſh with vindictive rage, and drag them. to their grave. 

24; 

| Uk you, my Sons, at this high hour | 

e, ** 

From all your bows, n . * 

In level'd rows GGG 

My own dread ſhafts thall a i by re 

Go then to conqueſt, gladly go 

Deal forth. my dole of deſtinys. R059 VM en : 03. S369 

With all my fury daſh the trembling foe _ __ 

Down to opens ETA CNEL Roms: 8 5 = 
: 4. am 36! in nn 

Where sehe the ninefold Ream band. of ER « 

Her black inexorable'zound;;- : 5-119 + oo299 079 £ af O 

And on the bank, 43 3 3 Belg ad or 

To willow dank, , / ß Puts 


The ſhivering — are boa c G2 inde bas IW 1 
8 Here one of the Druids blows the facred en 


1 
: * 


on 
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Twelve thouſand creſcents all ſhall ſwell 

To full-orb'd pride, and all decline, 

Ere they again in life's gay manſions dwell: - 

Not fach the meed that crowns the ſons of freedom 's line. 
2. 3. 

No, my Britons ! battle-ſlain, 

Rapture gilds your parting hour: 

I, that all deſpotic reign, 5 , 

Claim but there a moment's power. Fo 

Swiftly the ſoul of Britiſh flane 201 

Animates ſome kindred frame, 

Swiftly to life and light triumphant flies, 

Exults again in martial ecſtacies, 

Again for freedom fights,” 4 ans freedom dies. . 


| CARACTACUS. 

It does, it does! unconquer'd, undiſmaid, 
The Britiſh ſoul revives—Champion, ous! ON, 
I follow—give me way. Some bleſſed ſhaft. 
Will rid me of this clog of cumb' rous age; 
And I again ſhall in ſome. happier mould . 
| Riſe to redeem my country. | 
_ CHORUS. 
Stay thee, Prince, 
And mark what deve bad ths Seed clouds 
Riſe from the altar's yerge, and. cleave the _ 33 
„„ eee 1 
To hear glad tidings. | 2d : 1 | 4 

/ CARACTACUS. . 10 bs 


| „ 

CARACT&ACUS 275 

nee „„ 
But foe,. a Bard approaches, and he pears then: e 
mmammgmg FE. ideas] 

BARD, CHORUS, Mg 5 

CARACTA (us. 

o -a tell * mies 99 
BARD: _ 


4 tale like mine, . 
L truſt your ears will willingly purſue. 3 
Thro! each glad circumſtance. Firſt, Mee PU 
* Roman troop. is fle. 
0 HO RUS.. 


Great gods, we thank ye! Z | 125 8 
1 : _ - CARACTACUS:- _ 
Fought, they. not ere, they: fled? O. tell me * 
BAR D. 


Silent, as nige that wrapt us in, her, veil, . 
Wie pac'd up yonder hill, whoſe woody ridge. 8 
O'erhung the ambuſh;d foe. No ſound was ed; 
| Step-felt,. or ſight. deſcry'd.: for ſafely hid. 
Beneath the purple pall of facrifice _ 
Did. ſleep our holy fite, nor ſaw the air, | 
Fill to that paſs we came, where whiloms Brute: 5. fd 
Planted his five hoar altars., Ta our rites 3 
Then ſwift we haſted, and in one ſhort. moment 
Each rocky pile was cloth'd with livid. flame. 
Near each a white · rob d Druid,, whoſe ſtern. voice. 5 
Thunder d deep exeerations on the „„ oi an) 
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Amid the magic rites, they do to night 


72 -C: AUR) A. CT) A. Ci US; 


Now wak'd our horrid ſymphony, now all 
Our harps terrific rang: Meanwhile the grove = 


Our ſacred ſiſters ruſh'd in ſable robes, 
With hair diſhevel'd and funereal brands 


Trembled, the altars ſhook, and thro' our ranks _- 


Hurl'd round with menacing fury. On they ruſh'd 


In fierce and frantic mood, as is their wont 


In our deep dens below. Motions like theſe 
Were never dar d before in open A POL. 
"== HORUS. 

Did I not fay we had a power eee 2 

That might qppal ev'n Romans * dan dae 
"BARD. ante 

And it did. Ry Ov. 

They ſtood agaſt, and to our vollied ders, 


That thick as hail fell on their helms and corflets, 


Scarce rais'd a warding ſhield. - The facred —_— 
Then rent the air, and iniſtant at the Sphaf 
Ruſh'd down Arviragus with all our vaſſals; 
A hot, but thort-liv'd,” conflict then enſued: 
For ſoon they fled: I faw' the e : 
Before I left the meld, ==> UH] 

: "CARACTACUS. 
My fon . 32 rg RY 

Fr: Len 
The prince ind Eliddrus) like twin lions, 
Did ſide by ſide engage. Death ſeem d to 1. 


Gave him a victim. | I 


| Their words, no ftroke fell fraitleſs, every wound Peres 


 Evn to the chips: : For I deſcry d the rout, 


Ves, he will ſoon return to claim my bleſſing, 2 4 


CARACTACUS. EE 


_ 'CARACTACVS. en ee 

Thus my friend Ebrancus eee 

Ill-fated prince! didft thou 2 I 1 r* ad Who 8. 

Unite our valours. In his prime he fell, ie $5I8 i 

On Conway's banks. T faw him fall, and ow ee 

His murderer.—But How far did they purſue? it vero vi 
| BARD. LEO 


F ar as the twilight gleam would aid my fight. : . | 3 | . 
e CAREACTACENE. 8 Ku 
Now, chanks to the bright ſtar, that rul'd his bir 


1 
1 


And he ſhall have it pour d in tears of joy. RE” 
} * l 


On his bold breaſt! methought, I Heard a Rep: : Tory 
Is it not his? N f wile 7% 


* 
} 


———_—— cc. 
Tis ſome of* our own train, TER ho 9A 5 
And, as I think, "m lead fix Roftians . 33 


My bebe, bear hs ptilbiners to my 20, SAN EIS 


b i 2 £ * 2 1 l 
Till we demand them. : ho 1 
CARACTAGCUS. N Ha OR 


Pauſe ye yet a while. | Z 
They ſeem of bold demeanor, and pa e Vit . . 
That ſpeak them leaders. Hear me, Romans, 3 | 


That you, are captives, is the chance. of war: 
Vet captives as ye ate, in Britain 5 oye” a+ SES 
L N bo | ; HE 
7 * : 


74 CARACTACUS. 


| You are not flaves. Barbarians tho' you call us, 


We know the native rights, man claims from man, 
And therefore never ſhall we gall your necks 
With chains, or drag you at our ſcythed cars 
In arrogance of triumph. Nor, till taught 

By Rome (what Britain ſure ſhould ſcorn. to learn) 
Her avarice, will we barter ye for gold. 

True ye are captives, . and our country's ſafety 
Forbids, we give you back to liberty : _ 

We give ye therefore ta the immortal gods, 

To them we lift ye in the radiant cloud 

Of facrifice. They may in limbs of freedom 
Replace your free-born ſouls, and their high mercy 
Haply ſhall to ſame. better world advance you; 
Or elſe in this reſtore that golden gift, 


» 


Which loſt, leaves life a burden. Does there breathe 


A wretch fo pall'd with the vain fear of death 
Can call this cruelty ? tis love, tis mercy, 
And grant, ye gods, if ere I'm made a captive 

I meet the like fair treatment from the foe, 


And, while they live, treat chem, as .men Gen men, 


And not, as Rome treats Britain. Te Captives.. 


Druid, theſe, 
Ey'n ſhould their chief eſcape, may blaze to-morrow | mw 
Our eee was chat ſhriek ::: 
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| CARACT 5 
EVELINA, CARACTACUS, CHORUS. . LY 

Support me, take me trembling. to your arms; | 
All is not well. Ah me, my fears o ercome me * 
| ; CARACTACUS. as 7 0p C} 
Tho EVELINA. VVV 


i e tilts | : el 
Ev'n now, as wand' ring in yon eaſtern mow | 
I call'd the gods to aid us, the dread ſourid 33 
Of many haſty ſteps did meet mine ear: {1 50 
This way they prof. © uo ues hee DT ng Cat afhd'? 
CARACTACUS. . ot 

„ EVELINA. b 
Methought I ſaw the flame of lighted brands oh +l 
And what did glitter to my dazzled fight, © . 
Like ſwords and has. oery LT 
| CARACTACUS. | 
All, all the feeble coinaggme 3 
Of maiden fear. N N ra 
T heard the burt voice, whe that way ep d, 1 
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Away with "RE menos] „ e 
Know, thy brave brother's creſt is ; crown'd with conqueſt, | 
| T4 -- 
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- 


The Romans fled, their leaders are our captives. | 
Smile, my loy'd child, and imitate the fun,  _ 
That riſes ruddy from behind yon „ 
To hail him ee 

hs 2 CHORUS. 
That the - müng Fin F 
O horror! horror ſagrilegions: thi 
Devour our groves : They blaze, they bg O ſound 
The trump again; e or all 
-By loſt ! 

CARA CTA c US. 

Druid, 3 is thy fortitude? 
Do not I live? Is not this holy . 


Firm in my graſp ? I will preſerve your groves, © © 


Britons, I go: Let thoſe, that dare die nobly, 
Follow my ſtep. # eee 
EVELINA. 
O whither does he. go 2 
Return, return: Ye holy men, recall him. 
What is his arm againſt a hoſt of Romans? 
O I have loſt a father! 
CHORUS, 


Ruthleſs gods ! 

Ye take away our ſouls: A general panic 

Reigns thro' the grove. 0 fly, my brethren, fly, 
To aid the king, fly to preſerve . | ; 
Alas! tis all in vain; our fate is fixt. 


Look there, look there, ws = maid t 
_ Behold es tas * + £09192 01 GW 
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0 - 


CARACTTACUS 7 


ARVIR AGUS, ELIDURUS, EVELINA, CHORUS. 


Thanks, good youth: | 

Safe haſt thou brought me to that holy pee. 

Where I did wiſh to die. Support me ſtill. 

O, I am ſick to death. Yet one ſtep more: 

Now lay me gently down. I would drag out „ 

This life, tho at ſome coſt: of throbs and pangs, HS 

Juſt long enough to claim my father's blefling, =" | 

And ſigh my laſt: breath in my ſiſter's arms. 

And here ſhe kneels, poor maid} all dumb with grief. . 

Reftrain thy ſorrow, gentleſt Evelina, _ 

True thou doſt ſee me bleed; I bleed to death. 
Fi „ 

Say ſt thou ts death? O gods! the barbed ſhaft 

Is buried in his breaſt. Yes, he muſt die ; 3 

And I, alas! am doom'd to ſee him die. 

Where are your healing arts, medicinal herbs, 

Ye holy men, your wonder-working ſpells ? 

Pluck me but out this ſhaft, ſtaunch but this blood 

And I will call down: ee At 

With ſuch a feryency.—Aud, can ye, not! 

Then let me beg you on my bended knee, 

Give to my miſery ſome opiate drug, 

May ſhut up all my ſenſes. Ves, good. aba 

Mingle the potion fo, that it may kill me ed e 282 L 

Juſt at the inſtant, this: Pa IO 1p now 27 

Heaves, his laſt, 1 1 E 
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Think on our father's age. 
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| ARVIRAGUS. 
Talk not thus wildly, ſiſter, | 


EVELIN A. bong: 
Alas! my brother! ; 
We have no father now ; or if we : have, 
He is a a Captive. 

A R v 1 RAG v 8. 
3 O my wound! _ | 
It ſtings me now. —But is it ſo? 
115 [turning to the Chorus. 

CHOR U 8. 
Alas 
We know no more, ſave that he ſallied fingle 
To meet the foe, whoſe unexpected hoſt 
Round by the eaſt had wound their fraudful h, 
And fir d our groves. | 
ELIDURUS. 


O fatal, fatal yalour! 


Then is he ſeiz d, or ſlain. 


ARvIRAGus. 
Too ſure he is! | 


Druid, not half the Romans met our ſwords; 3 | 


We found the fraud too late : the reſt are ee 

| CHORUS, | RE 
How could they gain the pag?” pr 
ARVIRAGUS. 5 


The wretch, that fled | | 

That way, return'd, conducting half their powers; 
And But thy pardon, youth, 1 will not 0 thee, A, 
He is thy brother. | | 


1 : T0 
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-..ELIDURUS. 
Thus my hoop; Gao corn lac ia bot 11 
Shall force the blood from the deteſted Kory; 2 
That holds alliance with him i bt 


ARVIRAGUS.. A Le ef 


Elidurus, ..._ | oy 
Hold, on our ee hold. Thou noble ae 
Look on this innocent maid. She muſt to Rome, 


Captive to Rome. Thou ſeeſt warm life flow from me, . 


Ere long ſhe'll have no brother. Heav'n's my witneſs, 
I do not wiſh, that thou ſhouldſt live the lave 
Of Rome : But yet ſhe is my ſiſter. 


ELIDURUS. ; 55 


Prince, 1 RS ot 75 
Thou urgeſt that, i 

In fetters worſe than Roman. I will liyxe, 
And while I live— & : in JO 34 5 


Fly to your caverns, B | | 
The grove's beſet around. The chief ap 


2 1 4. 323 
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Lat him cot we will kan til his pride, 


The chief that rules amid the groves of Mona 
Has not to fear his fury. What tho age TY 
Slackens our finews ; what tho' ſhield, and frond | 5 * 
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_ Give not their iron aid to guard our body; . 
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Vet virtue arms our ſoul, and gainſt that panoply _ : ey = 


What 'vails the rage of robbers. Let kim come 
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| ARVIRAGUS. 

I faint apace.—Ye venerable men, - : 

If ye can ſave this body from 3 ; 

If ye can tomb me in this ſacred: place, 

I truſt, ye will. I fought to ſuve theſe groves, 
And, fruitleſs tho' I fought, ſome. 1 oak, 
I truſt, will ſpread its reverential gloom 

O''er raue aſhes—Ah! that pang was death! 


"ELIDURUS, 
* faints! Ah raiſe her !- 


EVELINA. 
Yes, | : 
Now he is dead. I felt his « ſoirit go 
In a cold figh, and as it paſt, methought 
It paus'd a while, and trembled on my 10 


Take me not from him: Breathleſs as he is, 


He is my brother ſtill, and if the gods 
Do pleaſe to grace him with ſome happier being, 
They ne'er can give to him a fonder ſiſter. Mo 


* rag .CHORUS. 
Brethren, aka the corſe, and, ere the toe 


Approaches, chaunt with meet ſolemnity. . 
That W dirge your dying champion claims. | 


| SEMICHORUS. 
Lo, ka incumbent. o'er. the ſhade _ 
Rome's ravening eagle bows her beaked bed 
Vet while a moment fate affords, 
While yet a moment freedom ſtays, 
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That o'er the jaſper arch ſelf. warbling ſwings 188 


* 


That moment, which outweigliis 


Eternity's unmeaſur d hoards 5 
Shall Mona's grateful Bards employ FFF : 2 
To hymn their Sodlike Hero te the ſky." 1 

3” 15 eee " SEMICHORUS. | ee, e een 


Ring out, ye mortal ſtrings; 5 
Anſwer thou heav'nly harp, inſtinct with Spirit all, 3 


; 
3 a 3 <4 „ & 


Of bleſt Andrafte's throne: © © . 
Thy ſacred ſounds alone e ee oats 
Can celebrate the fal! I 5 
Of bold Arviragus— "TE | d Re 


AULUS DIDIUS, CHORUS, 1 um „ ELIDURUS. - 
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Shall wade in Revd gore. Ye 3 men, 


8 


Did not our laws give licence to all faiths 
We would o erturn your altars, headlong bee 99: 27 
| Theſe ſhapeleſs ſymbols gf your barbarous gods 
And let the golden ſun into r bes caves. 184991 | 
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Servant of Czſar, bes nd impious b * Bee . £7 wh fo 


Spent the black venom of thy blaſphemy Bongo ni ee 
It has. Then take our curſes ontthine head, 

En his fell curſes, who doth reign in Non n 
Vicegerent of thoſe gods thy pride inſults - 
. | 1 
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| CARACTACUS. 
 AULYS/ nus. 

Bold prieſt, I-ſcorn thy curſes, and agel, 
Soldiers, go ſearch the caves, 
Take heed, you ſeize. 


Arreſt yon youth ; load him with heavieſt i irons, 


He ſhall to Czfar anſwer for ene 
ELIDUR us. 
I ſtand prepar'd to. tri | 


-. - AULV'S DIDIUS. 251 ph 


Tis well, proud boy. | E 
Look to the beauteous | 
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Ye hall ne take him wen thus in b 
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| Come hither, youth: Be thou to me a ſon, 
1 To her a brother. Thus with trembling arms 
: | F lead ye forth; children, we go to.Rome. | 
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ſpondeney, in religious opinions, with the Gauls and Britons. "The | 
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: This adjuration is taken uber de the — form of the old Druidical 
. which. they, adioicſi their, diſciples ; and which the 
learned Selden, in Prolog. vil. fr. gives'us from Vettius Valens 
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3 This account is taken from what hiſtory tells ts did really happen 
dome years after, ['whenithe groves of Mons wers deſtroyed by Suz- 


tonius Paulinus. Igitur Monam inſulam incolis validam, & re- 
ceptaculum perfugarum aggredi parat, naveſque fabricatur plano | 
alveo, adverſus breve litus & incerrum Sic Pedes 3 equites vado 
| ſecuti, aut altiores inter undas;"adhantes equis tranſmiſere. 'Stabat 
pro litore diverſa acies denſa armis viriſque, 'intercurſantibus fœmi- 
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nis: in modum Furiarum, veſte 'ferali crinibus faces præ- 
ferebant. Druidæ circum, preces diras ſublatis ad ccelum manibus 
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paveſcerent, inferunt ſigna, ern , qbvios & igni ſuo invol- 


vunt. Tac. Ann. I. xiv. c. 2. 3 
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KA —  - -, but here adapted to his dramatic character, 


; the rude ſtones placed rou | 
| Lucan in his beautiful deſcription of a Druid grove, ' 
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nuncctacus's famous ſpeech in Tacitus, before the throne of Cl 
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